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Catholic Letter, &c. 
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2IJ * Come now to take a . view of your Second 


Letter, with my Eye, as in the former, fixc 
ee wit yen mean for Ar- 


5 Wards at Gt wo jolt your ng 


”, whether no troubleſome Þ Part oF Mr 
&'s an Þ teft out; 'in ſhort, whatever belongs 
, to matter of EQ, fall be our of my proſpeA, which 
" fhal} be bounded by what you'think fit to open to it. 
You acquaint rs here ( | ranker ) that you put wo Que- 
Niows. "x. How does it appear that the Church of Rome 
is Infallilein the ſel; metning of Tradition ? 2. 1s 
this Tradition a Rule of Faith py A om Scripture ? 
And you complain of Mr. 6. that his Copy mates you 


268) (P0841 [v4 [+ 


ash a wiſe Queſfion.. viz. How does it appear that the 
Church of Rome le uTradition.Why this Queſtion 
ſhould be ire 7 calf'> & very wiſe one, T cannot ima- 


gin. I am ſure it is very nt to the Intention of 

your Diſpute, and direQty points at one of the Chief 

Snbjedts of the Conference. Bat you ſhall have your 

Will; tho' T beleive it will a Mr. G's queſtion 

made berrer Provifion for your redit in point f Wifſ- 
A 2 


om 


ence between the Tr 


0 - 


2. For, your Second was in 'truth-a very ticedlefs” 
Queſtion ; becauſe both your RIF and all your Apdi- 
tours, if they ever heard any thing of this kind. of 
Controverſy, knew b&forehand without needing to ask, 
that the Tradition we lay claim to, pretends to derive 


- down the Intire Body of Chriſt's:Doy#», and not 6nly; 


the Books of- Scriptire;z of which'(! Pig. J'yob-yery 
learnedly ſeem to counterfeit your ſelf ignorant. And 
this is the firſt part of your diſtinguiſhing the plain Senſe 
of this Word [ , radition ] _ held aA Eres: this 
ueſtion you tell us ( p. 9.) ya intended tb-put a diffe- 
_ zen th ora bay w 'y Pemefamay nd 
the Tradition, diſputed. . For the firſt meaning & the 
Word [ Tradition ] which you grant,; you- put thif@/ni- 
iverſal Teſtimony, of the Chriſtian Church,. as to thtBooks 
of Scripture. "The ſecond 1 
tradiſtingui t 


id and deoy'd megning yoteon- 
by Tradition be fea either ſome neteſſary Articles. 


ut If 
of Faith not contain'd in Scripture, or a Power in the. 
Church to make unneceſſary to become neceſſary, this I de+ 
ny'd, &c. Cerpainly, Sir, you have'a Logick of your 
own ſo. peculiarly. fitted. to your delignes, - that no man 
living but your {elFever. usd ut... Lever thought,” 'and 


apprehended '1 had all the World: on . my; fide for 


thinking fo, that all Differences or DiſtinRions were to 
be Oppobres: and to divide.the 


Aetiſ&off the Word would be 77a5 
vithat 1 found nothing but ſuck 


| f Ek, 


thinkor pretegd that 7roditios was an Article ora Pow- 


_ er, ay more Man that it wasa Horſe ſhoe 2 Did-your ſelf 
bh Ria 
Q * 3; 
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» of it inmnediately after, 'tis ealy to diſcern that yau- 
apain quite miſtake the End and .Ule, .and conſequentty ! 
te Nature of 7raditzon; which is a-very. inauſpicious- 
beginning) . and puts us out of hopes. you ſhould ever 
diſcoyrſe. pertinently of it, ſince you go abour toim- 


pugnyou Know. net whats For Traditiay does not bring, 


us 


and:luch 'a-Paver> Did-ever any mortal Mars _ 


ted the Latin, and Greek Churches fol- Dr. 5's rick 
n, ;-intend to. ſignify that they: fallow'g Letter 7. 5+ 
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he Aame Method: y_n_ by: 


Chunch ( and. the Fathers of Farnifies roo! 


m—_ focus ay And, 
ſon tells Qs, that een oo the  eeraningg, enſe 
| - Words which. entiveſs 7owe more diſtin&y gon 
_— petual Practice, an nd firing g conformab | 
ſignified by thoſe W The want of which 
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uiſh'r to! Trevi whats ea | 


(i9-) we 
of diſtqver ng-tous it's Meanixg.. Certainly, "That mutt 
be Rr Faith .that is belt qualify'd; to give us 
our Faith ;,and that muſt be beſt qualify 'd ta give,us our 
: Faith, which has \the beſt Means. to give us Chrill's 
Sewſe'; and, not, that. which .wants all rhe.beſt Means to 
produce ſuch an Effect. On the-other fide; ſuppoſing 
ChriſfsDoGrine once ſettled inthe Body of the Church, 
haw-can you; deny. 7red/t#on, thus abundantly furnithr 
Wwitl-the beſt Means imaginable to deliver downthe firlt- * 
_taught Doftrine, to be ſuch a Rule ; ſeeing no more is re- 
quir'd to be a Rte of Faith, but to be qualify'd with a 
Power £0. acquaint:us who live at this diſtance with the 
true Sexſ&iof what” was deliver'd by the Founders of the 
Church in. the beginning, ' without danger of loſing 
it by the way ;' which cannot. be imagin'd as long as 
Tradition,.is .held to, the ſame believ'd to day which 
was held yeſterday, or that the immediately ſucceed- 
ing Fathers ſtill: deliver'd the ſame. DoQrin, . To do 
which there wanted no Power, as has. been lately ſhewn 
to the full; nor Wi to uſe:that- Power ; being oblig'd 
to it-by the greateſt Penalties GQ D himſelt could, in- 
flit, the Damning Themſelves and their Poſteri- 
ry. . ” 3 3}. > 
4+. But, ſay you ( pag. 8. ) If the Church may explain 
the Senſe: and Meaning of Tradition, ſo as to oblige men to 
believe. that by Virtue of ſuth Explication, which they 
were not ehlig' dro before, then'"tis impoſſible the Infaſlibi- 
lity of Tradition ſhauld ly in a conſtant Tradition from Fa- 
ther to Son ; for they have no Power to oblige to any more 
than they recerved.]- How Plauſibly and fmoothly this 
Difcourſe runs, and how ſhrewdly it ſeems to conclude? 
Would any well-meaning Reader imagin that it were 
perfect Nonſenſe all'the while, and wholly built on 
yaur. own Liberality, giving us. another ſort of Tradi- 
tion which is no Tradition ? m_ malignant. word j T, - 
; | ztion 


" #folv'd; for then it would.grow.too 


| explain the ſenſe and meaning 


plain the Senſe andiheaning,of Y 


_ aft or tan be'the Delpvery of Chri 


| \grav for ire; you nk 
m—_ md deny or” 'expunge,"or ern if 10 Ave 


| 6 10 YE F : 
dition] ouſt not be taken Jin its mers IT re- 
ir in any-orber ſenſe, that' is, oy "und hed 
at jt. For 'when you ſpeak of explain 
meaning of Tradition, you'do not take'Trad? 
know. well, we do, and as the word | 
for the Delivery: of Dottrin, but” for Doctrin 
ed; andſoagain, wehave once :more:loſt the Queſtion. | 
For, what can-theſe words: mean 2 If the Church may 
of Tradition ; that is, of 
the Method of conveying down ChriſtsDo@trin> The 
Method ..of - Delivery - is --the'/ very' /$ ation of 
that Doin from 'Age' to-Ajgez and how elif ne Ex- 
cation'of Chriſt's 
Explication of it ? 


ſenſe, when 'it's':felff is" that 


* This gives me occaſion to reflet how byes <4 have 
 hamper'd our Tradition'hitherto'inſtead of 


dling-it. 
P. 9. You ſeemtodoubt by your'ſ: fromore were meant, 
&c.-] Whetherit Pres Tradition for the Books 
of Soriptare;| and,\this' youknewy "well 'eough' before; | 
wag roxe- of our "Tradition 4a diſpute here; - -which;' as 


may be ſeen by Mr.-&g/Dembnltvation down by 
_ your ſelf, Firſt Letter 4.7 4- and 5, 1s conteſt to be Tras 
dition for matrers. Rt” ir kw 'in'this few 
ſenſe you give usrkeroof ord etl y "grant it; 


for *tis your own, - not that which Rory went by that 

word. Next comes*another- [ If Jand 'm | 
ſignify * Articles and: "Power: ' s 
all ;* neither ours, nbr yours," =_ 
clier thoſe" Arrietes nor that Piwer 


RT for that (at Tock « Method or how 
inat the rhings brought: down,” ” atgns To 


ry govt 


= 
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ous Invent is, 4, 16 dre) ut of | 
a Labyrinth-ot Non-k — , and then robb him! of his 

eaſon, Again, 'p."7. you make it' a Delivery of bare 
Words, at, beft, with: qenofal CipoMible ) iete, 'and 
perhaps's Hererebyone 0, mro the bargain ; where- 
as you cannot. bjit know 7rAiſrtids, as Ie mean is, is a 
Delivery:of the” feuſe of Chriſtian Texers, and rhisa par- 
_ ticular lenfe too; and fich'sone as camor poſſibly be Fe- 
retital, while this Rules adber to; unlefs' the Firſt- 
Taught Faith were Flerericdl, - Which. is Blaſphemy to 
alan And, here —=— þ: '8. your make Tradition or 
Delivery 'to mean'the Point delivered, and would have 


; i" pertainly'it comes with a felors- 
der out of 'his'Road- into 


us gife you the | {eaten and: Pxplitation of That | 


which..is it's ſelf rhe /fgnrification and Explication of 
Chriſt's' Faith; and this roo, - the *very beſt thar can be 
imagin'd. 1s it poffible to'deform Tradition more un- 
towatdly,or wretftit into more miſconſtrutionMhan has 
been done already ? After a ſerious manner,certainily,'tis 
impoſſible : But DroPery is now to aQ its part: And to 
cheer your ſpirits, which droop't under the difficulty 
of anſwering the p gigs Tradition, you put 
your felf in maſy + and would make the Relation 
_of - perhaps two or three, it may be, partial Friends cf 
yours, concerning Mr. 6's Diſcourſe about You, a per- 
fe parallel to our Rule'f Faith ; and that,” if they can 
miſtake or'tniſrepreſent, dn goes Tradition. Which 
amouggs to this, that ſooner may all the Chriſtian Fa- - 


thers in ary Ape,” conſiſting of many 'millions, and 
thoſe diſper! Be ene Parts of the World, be miſta- 
ken in their Faith, which it imported them no leſs than 
their Salvation to know; ſdoner may all of them confpire 
to deliver to their Children, another Doin” than that 
which they held the way to Heaven FOO thata voy 

| 2 ew 


*See Set, 2. & 
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few of your own Party ſhould, to gratify you, tell you 
2 falſe Story, or Aggravate; tho? all of them. were, be- 
ſides, profeſt Adverſaries to the Perſon againſt whom: 
they witneſt ; and, indeed, Witneſſes in their Own Com- 
mon Cauſe. T-beſeech'gon, Sir, tho.,y 4/0 
much to ſeek for a ſolid Anſwer, yet ſpeak at leaſt plau- 
ſible things, an& da not thus expoſe your Credit while | 
you affe&t to play the Wit. Poor Tradition, what has 
it done-to be thus miſtepreſented |. Did.it. deſerve. no 
better for bringing down the Book'of Scripture, but to 
be exposd in ſo many aukward Vizards, when it was to- 
come upon-the Stage, and notiance ſuffer'd to ſhey it's 
true face, bur ſtill rraveſtee'd into another Form, and pur. 
in all ſhapes but. its own? This Gartzage of yours is e- 
nough to make the Reader think you apprehend it to be 
ſome terrible Gorgons Head, or ſome Baflish ; and, that 
the very ſight of it, unleſs it came thus muffled up, would 
undo yell At leaſt he will ſuſpet from ſuch an unto- 
ward broken Scene, that the Dramma 1s not like to be 
regular : Imleed you ſhift roo often, and to catch and 
confute you I mult travel thro* the whole Compaſ5,;for no 
ſooner can a man ſteer 'gne way, but your Diſcourſe, 
like the Wind, whips ſtraight into another quarter ; and 
about we muſt tack, or we mult not make forwards at 
all. . But I will inſiſt no more at preſent on this dexte- 
rity of yours; you will afford _ your Friends many 
freſh Inſtances .of -it, through the whole courſe of this - 
Letter. hereafter. Onely I muſt note your forgetfulneſs, 
or whatelſe fnay. I call it 2 For you took the Nofbn of 
Tradition very right, Firſt Letter ( p. 7.) where you al- 
ledg'd.you had a Harger and firmer Tradition for Scrip- 
ure than wehad for us : You did not there, take Tra- : * 
dition of that; Book, 'for the Book delivered ; for then 
that Book had been the Delzvery of its ſelf; and _ 
; EI that 


C (13) 

that Book had. gs good Title to be it's own Tradition; 
as you had - to make- the Points delivered: by our Tta- 
dition tobe - the Tradition or Delivery of thoſe Points; 
You granted too in the fame 'place that the Latin and 
Greek Churc ches.proceeded upon it; and, by granting 
this, confeſt there: were asmany Atteſters went to make 
it- up 2s there were Men, (at leaſt Intelligent: men) in - 
the compaſs of the many vaſt Nations which thoſe-two 
Churches included: How. come you then ſo much to 
forget. your ſelf as to parallel it here to the pittiful At- 
teſtation of three or. four poſlibly prejudic't Relaters. 
But the reaſon Of this ſelf - contradictingand extravagant 
repreſentation of 7radition is clear; it was your In- 
tereſt to take it right there, andthe ſame reaſon pre- 
vail'd with you to take it wrong here, | 

-- 5. But I am weary of fencing with Shadows, when 
I can take any accaſion that leads me to treat of what's 
Subſtantial. Miſtake me -not, *tis not your Diſcourſe 
that bog ame to ikg it had been a ſufficient An- 
ſwer to That, to let the Reader ſte you purpoſely mi- 
ſtook the Nature of Tradition, to divert and perplex 
his Thoughts, and. there ler it reſt. Yet, Becauſe your 
- taking "Tradition wrong, for the Docrines deliver'd, 
good ' uſe may -be drawn from it, I'ſhall, for the bene- 
fit of the Reader, not decline ſpeaking .to what you 
objeti*#You make account- (p. 7. & 8.) the Traditi- 
on. of. the Church deliver'd the Point of: the Rea// 
Preſence, & of Chriſt's being the, Son of God, in Ge- 
-nergl Wards  onely. Which, waving what has been al- 
ledg'd in.my 2#.. and [= I judg for divers other. 
Reaſons to be Impoſſible: For, beſides that, if the Fore- 
- fathers deliver'd onely the Words, they taught their 
Children (againſt the. ſuppoſition) no Fith in theſe 
Points, for Nth" has Jeaſe in-it, and is not Faith if it 


have 


by: IX) fs Wy: » wo 2Y | 
'tis inconliſteat” witly the! narure of- me Mankind. 
' when- ut Ags, eſpecially” 'the-Wifer" fort, tiot'to- hold 
fone: Senſe of orber"to » te-Ryaily% by- thofe'Words ; 
andrywith the nacuve-of ans, not to inſtruc rhoſe 
whora they are'to' eduegte in Faith, with thar' Sepfe ; 
45 dlf&:with 'the nature of thoſs who! are t6 be 'In- 
pore to defireto know the Se/e of the Tenets 
ey are to- beligve. But; that 'Sea/@ cannot be & Ge 


por dd charis,' Commun to all the ſeveral Tenets now 
fond among A (fort wilt 'nov-be General if it _ 
clude anyone | agen from all | 
riculars, and Now 


is nn Ta hiya be-ab-. 


piece: off Baud; unleſs this | 

tHedtiufidr Mix Bodies ; 't | | ' would | 

2 very extravagurtt -Point- of Faith ; much lefs can ſach 

arr AdftraRtion be 4 be made from Chrilt's Reall Living Bo- 
7208 jo Hans ernatural Gifts of Qualities, either in 

in vur Souls by Means of our! 


nce follows moſt evidently, nf? the Fat | 
have" =, had! ſowe- , 
of toſs words Kr tlheie: Ranfet, roy ham ents: 
To As a. 


re mank 


$3) Trp). 
Norions of thoſe Words, determining their Senſe tothe 
, or the other; that is, either to mean 

Chri sRea Body, ot yot his Real Body ; 4 7Trueand Eſlen- 
tial Godhead, or a meer Creature. Þ Nniad Reaſon is, 
uſe. Faith is rape a to wor h Charity, or 
ir tip. devout” Aﬀections apy whence, as the 
d. Infinite in both gllifes; between one of thoſe 

and the other, there being God on one fide, on 

; = wttrn a Creature ; ſo the Aﬀections of the. Soul 
wrought in” us by our Faith, muſt” either oblige us 
to an I-efinite Veneration to a ' Creature if Chriſt's 
| Real / (and conſequently God) be mor there, or if 
Chuiſt' be' vt” God; which is the greiteſt deviation 
from true Religion that is poſlible; or elſe, to be high- 
ly Irreverent, and-to want the molt efficacious Motive 
_ can be imagig'd to'excire and: elevate our Devo- 
on; if he be there, or Chrilt be4»dzed God. Nor can 
yl fion-be' iveltted that'can make the 

any dh wl-hy>er - between it's teidency rowards 


my Fro 


20 ed GN Being, of between an 7yfrnite and 
hd! dirs avow*h'to beDeinanſtrable our of the Na- 
Ugo! hw , "hits effhier rhe" ore-or the other De- 
= 'Tince the" "Apoſtles time, by he _ 

the fo more. or leſs expreſly, 

> rein Far out more 'or Jel3-ii- 

khd "thetri'to. deliver*t6 their Children 
= = vently, that that Par- 
_ '(as.you fancy) the Gene- 

taking the word 

Tate tor? Potts ru Perc Tradition, as you 


"Finite Reverence. 1 dare confidently- conclude then, 
of thoſs' Words mult 'have beeh held in 
0 
| AAS 2 which theit -conld not butt 
5 \Tradition. 
will 
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will. needs have.ie, the Church, hes. Power FRM 
Sor 19;6rplain the Senſe. and Meaning, of them, ani 

lige others to, behieve Her ; and yet, that wy hin- 
p— \not the Lefalli Hlity. of 7, radition f rom conſiſt 
' holding the ſame to day that was deeper ler, 45. 
This.1s the AG cewe, * that 10, he 
bles. you..., To clear vi, go may  pleaf As re 
on what you know already experience; that, 
- Ny. 1nan oy =p 2. ſingle a, and afterwards, 
on onoylings himſelf to Explicate at Jarge w. 'Y 
Af. that Propel igign,; /ris 5 PWns there Ph be found da. 


it hogs 


firſt, the $ (and. got. 6 only the EE wt 
Senſe of Ke al Ten or. Segten $1 OE 
diſtintly every  Propattin, tain! ell he 
became os to Scan dy. bi ſti 
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tain's inn fo Exoelleat's Truth. This being-Io, by 
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hw Law, and fee that theſe Propoſitions, new- 
cad 


| bpon:their Rule ; ' why ought they 'not, out of 
their Duty and: Zeal to preſerve Chriſt's Faith ntire, 
define theſe Points, and alſo yſe their Authority 
to. oblige the Faithful to accept them as ſuch ; or, if 
they them .and expreſs themſelves againſt 
Mm, to. exclude them from their Communion? 
2, Bur ſtill, fay you, - theſe particular Points came 
not down by Tradition, nor were deliver'd as held 
yeſterday, and ſo upwards till Chriſt's Time; for they 
- were not held ar aÞ before they were defin'd or declar'd. 
I —_—_— : Theſe ons were held ever amd 
deſcended ever as they wetEinvoly'd in the Hrtire Point ; 
in the bowels 'of which, the Senſe of thoſe oeghers were 
found: But, as: fiag/ed out in ſuch and. ſuch particula- 
rizing, manners of | they were ( perhaps ) 
wot hel .' I ſay; zot: held: ever ' formerly, at leaſt 
not aniverſally. Which is the true reaſon why ſome 
Private 'Writers, nay poſſibly ſome Great Men, might 
(out of a duriful fear not to add to Faith) have: doubted 
of them, - or difaccepted them, perhaps oppos'd them ; 
till the Colleftive Church, or ſame Great Body of them, 
who are able totook'more intelligently into thoſe Points, 
declar'd and uvfo/ded 'the _ of the main —_— - 
| whic 
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lar ule Foxy raging acr—aph 
X was not'in 


places. of the Church held ever, tho 


he 1inweldous | t 
. back to your former -riftzke,.'that = Words came- 
down-by. Eraditiong or: -that, Chriſt's| Senſe was' never 
in. the Bresft of the: Diffulive Church (his Spouſe, and 
Mie Pillar and Ground of Trath)cand'.mabe Underfiand- 
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Rite 'of Faith ; tho" it coft Your Credir ” 


IN it. "ro this rt, Ribs of ii yout 
barber Oar E7radithor] rnd that 
TD +” Fe telt'usfadly wn = 
Clive & FOWeZr to explain ran 
of from its Prwer & ' Aurhority. That it reſolves 
n—_ meer Thnmane Faith — meer Natural Reafon-— 
tbe utmoJÞ it can dinount to, is reſolving Faith into a 
== ical Demonſtratzok. Ther follows the Holy Cant. An 

i Chriſtians are tb be ſfav'd by 2 

france" of the Foly Spirit are 
fem weats 'Þ' But for this +: #- apleivn the Hizrbfis Bla- 
oldanal You hbuld have added *Cwhete'Dr.7#otſov, 
and ye, ſelf tivethe honour to be broug hr in for 
writing {© Catholicly]. "Truly Sir,” you "ha given 
us 4 very Period; in which {ein of your mo- 
diſh qualificati61 vy for the'precede ney, and 'tis hard 
es * | Which Has" mf "Tile'ro It. Nay, 7. 13. 
yore kay RS __ our Gronndsovert 5row: the Church's 


At Faith, and proceed npou Pelagj- 
TN 1 'Your th Bob Sir, 15 ver & en = 
Bev) ; and fore, unleſs the Evidence you bring 
r0"#Pove it," þ anſwerable, you will manifeft your felt 
 t&Procted>upon 4 riew Chrattiap (in trurh, an } old Un- 
chriſtians) Tyitciple; but, which ſhire it ſeAns with your 
hynour, and 15 requiſee to your Cauſe, Calumniare 
fortiter—1 need not tell you whoſe it. was, x 
' 9. To'ftop your mouth therefore qnce'for all! con-- 
ceriting” Perefis 'Blatfoana, kriow that that Book,” tho! 
C 2 Printcd 


. wn 


fo Grace of See Flareſss 


fery to ſuch Blacloans. 


youre reduc't, 
Book of. one Roman» 


how far the Dodrine of * deſerving to 


be charg'd with ſuch injurious reflexions.. -: | 
- - 10. But before I. go Laker, I muſt tak$ notice of 


your ing F. Warner here, p. 8. and\ your appeal- 
ng to him, ' where you put Herefis Blacleavs. in the 
Matgent : *By which you.ſcem $0 hint, 'that he is the 
Author of that Book, and an Adverſary to the Do> 
Arin of Tradition; even ſo far as to judg it nat ſound 
in Faith:,for, no. leſs averſion could make ,you we 

much queſtion whether F. W. would abſelve any man who 


F d to. embrace Catholick Faith on Myr. G's. Grounds. 


But, as that-very Reverend. Perſon de , he never 


faw. that Boak till ſome of were him 


hound, ſo himſelf has foreſtal'd your little policies,” aim 


tes 


#Th- 


p hovogy 545 2 Feith,; be- 
rnd, the u hr real ie 


;" but. wet | 
the greateſt Aw- 
the Catho- 


Fs. 6. 13. The. Holy Ghoft ſent the: Apoſtles, and. they 
clared untp us: what they had ſeen-and heard, 11 Fo. 
I,-3-7he Apoſtles;ſent the. Higheſt and: Loweſt Prelates 
in thy Church ; and-thesRule by whichithey fram'd their 
Decrees was, Let nothing be alter d. in, the Depoſitum, 
Let no Innquation be admitted. in, what's neliver'd: Quod 
Traditugy;£ſt' non; innovetur-:};) But he. more> expreſly 
yet. declares. himſelf no Adverſary..to.'this way ibid. 
Þ. 267. Yous Friend; Mr, 6G. B- had call'd this: way cf 
proving Doftrines, that ' Ti - Zoo them from their Fa- 
thers, they, from. theirs,” a Je method. of. proving, Po: 
piſh Dodrivesz-1and receives. for Anſwer theſe words. 
Tos diſcover your  {znorance., in ſaying. that Method. was 
New, or that. Arnand iwvented it :..2Hr; Thomas White 
hadit before Arnaud.; Mr-Fiſher a Jeſuite, before T.. Wi 
Bellarmin before- him; & St.Auſlin, $2. Stephen Pope, & 
Tertyllian before thim aZ. Where you fee he both allows. 
this very Merhod we take, as prais'd: by Modern Con- 
" trovertiſts, 


'fO Wtempe. to! 


wana their: Private [- 
ET : 


a; a; 
boy To. Tn 


| —__ bb 
vo nfo enie crab ram and i Circk ; 
es Tie Oo 


hs ny 
any" > of Fad? ; 2n 
hor Re A Oered, the Snbje@ 


aro yate yoeyy 2 wp nt Church: into thar 
of Giriſ.gnd bis gee Acne ; ang; donſequtnely, (theſe 
being ſuppos'@by bits Parcieoro be Promne) into the D;- 
vine \Aathority; byallt#berte Formal Motiu&of 


Diode FaIg's i ogg 2117 15 21131907 (4 
» ' 12; This is ths rue fate of that! { Aﬀaty. And ow, 
befreech you;,; Learned Sir; Where's the Polagianiſm 2 
Where is i Long for- all 
_— and- falſe accufations, whick, "to: 
ol vere ino-rh& Reader's Brficf; and 
TAG heat: bleorrence' of owe: Tenet, corie 
mast't here under aaaffeRted ſhew of Godlinefs > AlF 
hold their Faichirelies on the D#vene(or Chrifts) Autho- 
intawhichthey froly refolver : ard alt Cathelicks: 
66 geveſſiry r0/ believe vhe Myſericy of Prone 
Runs ithot all, perhaps, d6 not Judpe Grace needftil ro be-- . 
| heve 


ck oh DART \ on ou ook re 
erta ,which is one res. 
liminaries,?: How fr do you. nee pony: 

thing YOURre to, eh! How thy da You 
make your voluntary-miltakeofevery Point 2. 
Confurationpf it! 'Tis confeſt; & ever was, That _ Ele 
man Authority of the Church, or Tradition, ets. only 


Hunan Faith, as its immediate Effet ; but, by 
it upto Chriſt, it leads ps to what's Divine ; ;yet not by. 


its ow# force,but by Vertue of the Su agreed upon 
That Chrifi's Dodtrinis ſack... bir Fegunin 


to ſayp 
we.muſt uſe our-Reaſon to come to Faith ; or, do you 
pretend all the World muſt be the worſt of Pha 
and «ſe xone 2 Or, does it-trouble you, we dffertojuſti- 
fie:, that theReaſong webring to make good that:Pre- . 
liminary, which, in-our way of. Diſcourſing, is to inero- 
duce Faith, are :not ſuch as _— us ? And that 
we do not confeſs they are Fabi or may deceive-us, as 
you 'grant: of. yaur | Interpretations of Scripture, _-: 
Jaur Belief: No , we ſhallnot quit theGer- 
' rainty A becauſe you have woxe,: -For if it- be oor 


=, 


are indeed. Chrif"s, who is our: 
:| be ſure: they. are 77«e; their 
his Authority ;, and, would you 
Pelagianiſm confeſs all our Faith 


i$' does; 'your: Aoger tranſport Fou,: to run. the 
wough your.own_ Side. to do us a_ Miſchief? 

n hanc (0g Letter p. 7. ) that you had 
wer. 7radition for Scripture than we 
LV at we;pretend to. ' Yet, this Tradition could 
cauſe no- morg./but- Zumar Faith; for I do nat think 
you-will ſay you had Divine Faith, befote' you were 

| od your Rate of Divine Faith. By your-Diſcourſe 


your ſelf are. an Arrant Pelagian too : Perhaps 

worſe than we, becauſe you pretend to a larger and 
WC Human ) Tradition:than,you fay we have; nay, 
you"pretend it to be Abſolutely Certain too,' which is 
2 wy ew Point indeed... Pray, have a care what you 
do.; ' for, you arequpon the very brink of Pelagianiſm. 
The knowing you have the true Books of Scripture; is 2 
moſt neceſſary Preliminary. to. your Faith ; for, with- 
out\ knowing. that, 5 fog cannot pretend to have any 
Faith. at all; and, if it be 'Pelagianiſm'in us-to hold 
ſuch Preliminaries abſolutely Certain, I fear the dan- 
'-may come to: reach you too. Yet you have one 
Way, and but one, to eſcape that damnable Herely ; 
whuch is, -that_you.do not go about to demonſtrate the 
Abſolute. Certainty. of :Your Tradition, as :we do of 
Ours, © That, that is the very Venom of Pelagianiſm. 

- But, take comfort, Sir, my life for yours, you will ne- 
ver-fall ſo. abominably into the mire as to demonſtrate 
or. conclude any. thing: ( For, what dee foever you 
may.frame of it,, we mean-no more. by Demonſtrating, 
but plain honeſt |Coxcluding. ) Your way of Diſcourt- 
ing does not look as if it intended .to conclude or de- 

| D _ monſirate. 


- from being thus faulty,- but —— 


'. Faith. [ There #s no neceſſity then 


ow anon 
Oy ig ck. $5 "5g 


Fairy your py ar 7 el perpermlly, 

ſify - liis Words > Nay, is 

ble to diſcovery, and ſo more cerrinly: and more per- 
niciouſly- Injurious? And can any thing excufe' You 
of ox Tenet ? 
] fear that Plea will utterly fail you roo, and leave you 
expos'd to the Cenfure of. every ſincere Reader, w 
I ſhew_ him to his Eye- that You conldl wot but now all 
this before. For, in Error-Now-pluſt-p..12.1. Seft. 8. You 
muſt needs. have read the quite contrary «nd 
How thoſe who maintain Tradition do reſolve their 


. Proving this Infalli- 

. bility (viz. Of the Church) meerly Nor oo the inter - 
_ preted by Virtve of this- Infalbility. the Faith- 
or the Church commit a Circle in  beli ' that the 
Charch is Infallible, upon Tradition. . For, — they be- 


, heve onely-the fupernatural Hefallibility built on the Aff 


- Charch t0 have been © bold evay. from thi 


tance of the. Floly \GhoFt, that is on the "ongar tobe pet 
ty; and, this is' prov'd 'hy the Human Authority of. the _ 
; | 
the force of the Human Teſtimony of the Church is prov'd 
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How ſhrewdly 
wodeſt and mee 


x4 You give us another Inſtance of this Indiſpoſt- 
D 2 tion 


aw 


Ibids. 
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. tion of your Will, p. I ;. where you. tell us HreMaJay 


« oY 8. 
that the firſt, thing which was propes'd, | aud indeed he ones" 
ly ſubjet Mr.G. bad ayy purpoſe to diſcourſe on waj;' whes;” 
ther Protellants had a Ground of Abſolute C ver a 

ir Faith or not > This you do not deny ; but tut: 
off to a quite different buſineſs ; and then Alide-from: 
that to another, till you had-wheeFd.about the Queſti-i 
on from what was-intended- to the Point-you thqy 
beſt ſerv'd your turn-to ſhuffle in. Here (fax: yo 
Faith ſpoken of is that Faith whereby we are.Chri 
How ? Are Proteſtants and Chriſtians then Convertible! 
Terms or Synonyma's?. Are there- not many forts: of: 
Chriſtians which are not Proteſtants2- And is it-not plain, 
and not contradiQted by your ſelf;that it was demanded, 
whether ( your ) Proteſtants had a Ground of Abſalute: 
Certainty for their ( that is Proteſtant ) Faith? . Does 
not the word [ their ] ſignify theirs as .diſtiat from all 
ether ſorts of Chriſtians > And is it come-now: to:ſigni- 
fy theirs ſumply as Chriſtians, or as conjoyn'd with all the 
reſt 2 This is too open dodging to pas upon' the Rea- 
der. ''Tis granted, you hold many of the fame Chri- 
ſtian Points which Catholicks do; but 'tis deny'd, you 
can as-you are Proteſtants (\I mean ſtill ſuch Proteſtants 
as-are of your Prineiples ) hold them to be 4bſolutely 
Certain, or hold them upon ſuch Grounds as are able ta 
ippork that. Firm and Qnaleerable Aſſent, call'd Faith: 

e Grounds-proper. to. your Proteſtants being ( as was 
ſhewn in my, Former Letter, Sef. 24.)-to: hold them 
upon the Letter zaterpreted by yourſelves, QF which 
Letter, by, virtue of your ray Lan you canhadve no 
Abſolute Certainty ( as ſhall be ſhewn hereafter; ) and 
of that Letter Interpreted- by your private Judgments, 


| much leſs. . In a word, either; you ſpeak of Points held 


by Proteſtants, which you pretend to be all the ſame 


Doftrin that was taught by Clyiſt-and his  Apeſtles ; and 
. then 


then Foy. are dilly iſh aot.onely ſromehaſe Chritt 
oh { han £6 'Socinians,, Lutherans, 
room: ng } Gavin too, if you- be one of 
capacy to.be of 'Divine. Right : Or 
DOS ne gh the Ms given to hats Points of Pro- 
Faith ; and then; you 
; Your, 4 ent qo etna Gertain than 
ous of.t 3e.thres laſt, ayd. divers; others: who. Diſent 
from you in their. Tenets, and yet go .the Same 
Rule; and: make it out to us, that, tho? it be both theirs 
ang yours, yet till"tis yours. in particular, or. peculiar- 
ly, yours,,as you; are ſuch Proteſtants, . 
"T5. Your next Prevarication is much worle. After 
your had ſhov'd Proteſtant Faith into. Chriſtian Faith, 
you, thraw it: & Berg cad a half further off by virtue of 
an-/d eft.. Abo TRY of, the Chriflen Faith : 
ke. ( ay you . Ends co pubyeh ms believe the 
"Scripture to. contain the W, rd uf God, or._all things neceſſa- 
ry to, be believ'd by by us in.or ax to ſalvation, This 1d eff, like 
Pacolets wooden Harle, bas, a. + Chaem.to cans us 
from-one Pole to the cher; nan inſtant. By virtue of 
its al-powerful Magi Ghrifies,f is made to be 
the laine with OY fo eve the Scrip- 
ture, to Frags the Wore $6 Pe according t09. 
you, Faith. is the ng with. your, _ for Scrip- 
ture's being your Grouxd; thatis;- fa is made.the ſame 
with. the {how AI; Ground, of, Faiths. 5 Phor 2 
medley, of.Senſe i is, this y. falds have we. 
here involving one anothe riſtian Nth. is Divine, 


theſe. Grqunds and the Faith buile on them is Humay,.. 
the Teſtimony of Mew,:. Are-theſe two-the ſame 
Notion ? Had. I + rind to be Quarrelſome, how eaſily, 
how Led £00,,. Hh why former, Calumny: 
| "Bn Traditiqo; and, 


this way. of yours. 
. r eſol VES., 


Kc .pu 


te ove 
Er wot 

ani Seri e ro "contain "FI God." 
ſlippery doit TE any Reaſons = bribg, The 
youigc {'for, we-rmuſt ſet upon the Prathus 
A all his" 5 ere we cat bind” him. The Queſtion 
&t nt goes the" Word of God, 
ſe, or our _ "ria we cangbe 
-- Mm po | [too little -to 
= jor Tab. Seer _ how Senſe contain'd 
there 'cah\ be go Hawes, bb het HE to'us with: 


mot'a Toll % TU 1-111 
"x6. ior lr AFR i $0'tell-us 
you rh ar, of 'your*RKule or Groand of Faith, 
: if it cat 6 ot "thorow to any one nar ge 

. Ho; not? Whictate 4m Furdzmenral, and 
fo mbſt' necufary fo the Salvation of 'Mankind 2 Since, 


not- 


(+347). | 
ou have' your Rule; ey ſtill” as 
| A tak eodioe in ll «Tſe Mx be good for"? 
Remember; the Comba and Mey. 75s tion Was 
about rhe Abſolute Certain oy of Proveſiant Faieh ;by ver- 
pac har Ruleor Ground, and, therefore, if your Rule 
Hoes not reach to! Abſolute Certainty of the main Point's 
of: Faith-ar left, you” aro till 2a lofs both for- your 
Ty Faith; and for a Growed of your Faith. Yet this, danſiom 
'of it's "ne you ſeem unwilling toNtand"to, by till 
fliding' —_ over it, of fli by it when 1t lies 
Loh —_ your Way. - For, - You tell us; pag. 20. that 
Faith" reſts on' the Word of God as its Abſolute 
webs -Which 'by the- way is another 
eels th ; for you ſhould have aid abſolarely-Cer- 
tain Ground, riot Abjolare Gromnd of Certainty. But let 
that" paſs, and let the © borſe-mill- go for the mill-horſe. 
You proceed. | Bat'the particular 'Certainty as to this 
-or. that Dofrine, alepoubly' on''the- __ that 'it- is con- 
tain d in Scriprure. You ought to have ſaid, if you 
world make your Faith fo in- as you- pretended 
[We are abſolntely Certain'ſuch and ſuch particular Points 
are. contain d there} otherwiſe your General Ground 
comes nor: up. to” the | Queſtion, nor does your” Faith 
any; ſervice.@ all, fince'it kaves it ſtill Zzcertain; of 
 _ which more hereafter. Eſpecially, ſince -you preten- 
ded, or rather declar'd openly, p. 14. that you wow 
held alt the ſame:Doftrin that. was taught by Chriſt and 
bis 4peffes:.' Which Profeſſion neackes to all the Points 
of Faith, and not-onely to your Ground of Faith.- I muſt 
confeſs you render'd that Proteſlion inſignificant, and 
cancell'd the obligation as ſapn as you had made it, in 
the Explication of. thoſe words immediately follow- 
ing; which makes-thoſe hearty expreſſions [ Abſolutely 
Certaih of all. the ſame Doris] amount to no _ 
ut 
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ram'd my Anſwer. on 
Ei efolv'd ito wht Chev rg, 0p 
thay ps 2h, Us y the {Kritengy bf & 
He] Whemas there be kde eat | 
Evangeliſts] even ;hinted in' your An- 
Tp ſets ics Word 7anght meant Wrie, which 
—_— > the al, Sum are of reſo, writ 'n> 
N £)-Or.: J way + mll- 
Mare to ico you 
roo large pen a felF600 6 
to fathom the profound depth of your: inſcrutable. ar 
Reſolve then;yaur\ Faith;-.in. God's Name;\\into.. whilt 
you. will, ſo you-but thew:-us-ari Sam 150m: cre Certain 
Connexion, between -the: Points) rejo 
ioto. which\you 'prafels-20 re/ahut it !: Otter i 
nes wed of Feath, Kim ctiened G tes 1s 
.tiyes W ituptothe! v3 VE= 
racitgs ngs lack. Sh Such: Incoherence-. ſerves not 'for 
Fait him be indifſoſublyconneRted:o theFormal 
Morive of alloueBeith ; os 97> 1 erred be 
ſhatter'd, and broke to pieces: __ way, cre we come 
there. Which if it may, then the: '15'no Re» 


ſolution, for that ſpeaks Connexion of the Motives ; 


Faith thus reſolv'd- may perhaps all -be:Fulſe, and fo 
is wo Faith., *Ti IT work mo to ſhew ſhew-if parc 


er by: your: Rale and 
zt'the Senſe of 
nh ORce with Ab- 


= i ag 
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| (43) 
needs have it a Perſe; :T ſhould beg. your leave to put Þ 
thas : e that Purſes Mouth-were tyed\up witira 
knot of ſuch;-ammyſterious contrivance, :that none could 
open it oC I mean ſtill, as tothe underſtanding the My- 
fries our Faith ) but" thoſe who knew the Mind of 
the ther ; and, that the Charch, to which it was 
left as. a Legacy, had knowledge of his-Mizd, and. ſo 
could open it ; while others -tortur'd their Wits with 
little tricks /and 'inventions, turning and: winding the 


ambiguous folds of it, ſome one way, ſome- another ; 
and yet entangled gheir own t ,. moreand more, 
while they went about to. unty the-Knots that fo per- 
plex't rhem. ho 41 


- > 22+ This is the tkue caſe. You make account contain- 
ing does all the buſineſs; whereas, 'tis nothing at all to 
our = which is (in ap final gone of it } a- 
bout the” #h/olute Certainty. of your. Faith; unleſs we 
bave_equal: afurance rang; a} ane out-thence what's 
contain'd there; as you pretendro have, that ris contain'd. 
Now, it cannot ' be deny'd, tut: the Primitive Church 
was imbu'd with. Chriſt's ſenſe by the Preaching of the 
A___ _ their RP and lo kad 
a are. ; proper Way. to-1nterpret; Scripture ; . and, 
while this ſexe was (tl. fear pwn could not 
fail of an'ablolutely Certain Rule to. underſtand it right. 
But, there ſteps up now one Heretick, then another, 
oppoſing himſelf to-the ſey/e of the Church; and, re- 
lying; on. the dextery-of his awn wit,: will needs; find 
out, contrivances how to-open the Seriptare's Meaning 
by wayes of. his private: Skill : Bur falls into multitudes 
of Errours, finding-no way to: unfold the deeply-my- 
ſterious Book ; havin Jags to make - = the right 
means, :viz. Chriſt's ſeuſe deſcendig; in the Church b 
Tradition.” Whence,, _ an, "2 his little Ari 
| 2 an 
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arr "O_ wo be ———— and ow contain'd in 

;Purſe; and;' conſequently-that - maſt be the, Purſe 
into winch that Doin of Faith was par by Chriſt our 
Saviour; and this was: evidently - the Heads, and. 
A#arts. of the Faithful. 'For the Points of Faith, be- 
ing fo tnany Divine - Truths, are onely contain'd in 
Man's Mivds properly 4 and, Fords being, by their 
very: \Defnition, "but rally of what" is itt our Minds, 


Truths'are .no more ri ina: Book, than Wines re- 
. ally. in a' Baſh 'which ſignifies it. Since then thoſe 
Truths were onely in the. Breaſt of Chrif Originally, 
and,; after | him, cn. that: of che -Apollles; 6 eir 
Thoughts cookinor be communicated, nor conſequent- 
lythe Gold and Silver detiver"d+& the Legarees, other- 
wit: than byifgxiing &,: which 'can onely be done 
by. ahe of 'thele ways,” by Living Yoice and Prattice, 
or. by Writizg; that is by Tradition or Scripture, nei- 
thet of theſe ican 'with; ay Senſe. be liken'd to the 
Parſe.it ſelf, . mto which-cthe money- is | tobe pit, or 
anſwer comparatively: to It; Þutithey- are both of them 
Wayes, Means or \Metheds- of -putting theſe heavenly 
Riches into it's Proper Purſe, the Souls of the Faithful. 
Of the(e two Ways:oun Saviour choſe the Firft; which 
was: Teaching his Dof@trin :ordfy,,for he writ nothing ; 
and by doing thus,' told us it/was the better + For, it had 
been.agaioſt his Infinir Wiſdony to chuſe the worſer way 
for Himſelf to make uſe of, arid' leave the 4Se7rer to his 
Sexvants.:. Nor, did:his ſervants, the Apoflics, affe&t 
the, Way: of Woitirg, ſous :to uſe it onely { bilt;! on the 
Contrary, they:mide uſe of this Oral Way of Preaching 
conflantly,. and that of Writing (for the-moſt part at lealt, 
if not altogether )occaffonally. They converted the pre- 
Kat Church by their Preachivg; they comforted the fu- 
ture Church by leaving many moſt edifying Words, and 


actions 


great degree have beenloſt to ſucceeding 
bees the abcement their Writings ant 


that, Ks do to. this leak 


 wecan with more Cernainty 


- ter, W 


FR 
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AAtions of. _ Bleſſed Savior, Written which being 


Particulars, and not breaking out -openly'into Chriſtian 
Praftice, might otherwiſe in likelibopd,. _— leaſt = 


eto Faith it Faith ir fit 


when certainly y underſtood. So 
ours we ſhould ei- 


ther have never a- Purſe to put. Points of Faith in, for 


you take no notice-of:the Souls of the Fairhful into 


Which they are properly put, and in which onely. they 


| are in reality contain'd - Or, if you will needs call that 


a Purſe which contains chem meerly. as a Sign does. the 
fignify'd,. or as that. which ma) i tous our 
hy, ROE put two/Purſes: 7r Spree. | 
_ n the onely. our of which Pur 
it. That is, whether 
a Livi ing Oogtaloes which can gi —_— light of it's 
Senſe Das all the beſt ways ps hr or the Dead Let- 
ich, as : Experience ;demoaſtratos, . can -neither 
clear- it's Senſe, to Private Underſtandings ; nor, if we 
doubt of i'sMoaning, and had a mind to as ir, could ci- 
ther bear orragg -much leſs pertineatly, and appoſi 
ktothe Agsker. as oft as i bad occaſion 0 eel apy 
| je ſatisfaction. - Again, the: Written Inſtrument or 
Means of putting, this heaven-ſtampt. coyn in our Souls, 
is an Ignoble Inſtru.nent in compariſon ; being in re- 
a. a4 wy Marerial Au W ___ abitracted 
from the e which is ſignify” y it, nothing . 
but. lok-thus' figur'd. on Paper. Whereas, the material 
part of the otber.is the moſt Noble that.can be found 


' under Heaventit {elf: ,viz. the Church which all _—_ 


ans muſt eckyowiedge e to .be the Spouſe of Chriſt, the 
Pillar and Ground of Truth, and contiſting of the Living 
Tenpere the Holy Ghoſt ; ; Thar, for whoſe edificatt- 


on 
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on. the Scripture was writ; and, ſo, holds proportion 
with it as.the Means does with the End, which isin 2 
manner Infinit. Nay, "That, for which all the Mate- 
rial World was created, and the Oeconomy of it ſtiſſ 
carry 'd on, from the firſt beginning of Time to it's laſt 
Period. Laſtly, . That for whoſe fake God himſelf was 
made Man, and dy'd a moſt cruel Death: on a Crofs. 
So that 'tis unconceivable, thar.it can enter into the 
 thoughtsofany —__ man who believes thisto be the * 
due CharaQer of the Church, there ſhould be any com- 
petition betwixt the Letter of Scripture and it; or that 
it can poſſibly be doubted to which of them (all things 
conſider'd). we ought to attribyte moſt-in looking after 
Faith. . But, to return to-your ſimilitude. The ſum of 
it is this: That the Gold and Silver you ſpeak of, being 
the Ductrin of Faith 3 not the Scripture, but the” Heads, 
and Hearts of the- Faithful, (that -is, of the Church) 
does really and indeed contain it; and, conſequently, 
this onely can with any. propriety be compar'd to a 
Purſe. That, both Tradition and Scripture are to be 
liken'd to the ſeveral Ways of putting the Heavenly 
Treaſure of Faith, into this Purſe, or Faith into the 
Souls of the Faithful. - Laſtly, that taking them as con- 
taining them, as (ignes do the things ſignity'd, it is not 
their containing this Treaſure does us any good, but the 
delivering it out tous; no more than a man is better for 
havinga Trunk full of Money fo circumſtanc't that he- 
could never come art it.; and, that, between theſe two 
ways of coming at this Treaſure, or their delivering it 
out tous there is no compariſon, whether we regard the 
Intelligiblenefs, or Provideatial Eſtabliſhment of thoſe 
reſpeCtive Inſtruments in order to ſuch an End. So that 

our ſimilitude, how prettily ſoever it look't at firſt, 
bath one misfortune very common to ſuch fine uſeleſs. 
roY'S, 


if dre em ths Bins, ix Yor he, 
\ amiſs to eXAmin a tle rocky nf 


tious expreſlian 
yours {alk th blo nord fd | 
change that aſſertion that you are ab cer 
tain Yyou' now” alt rhe ſame Pottrin that -was' 
taught ' by er og wh his Apoſtles. T as Play then, 
what do. you- mean *'by thoſe words [wecefſary for Sal-- 
_ vation] which \mince irhe matter fo warily ? 7 Do you 
think Chriſttaughtavy my 0A Points, or 7 Aid a need- 
eat I —_ yet m; y if will 
rant too, and agree Wit t fewer Menarhur the, 
Finowledge of af Chrifh ta raught, ray fulfice* for” the 
Salvation of hos particular ada " What follows 
then, but, chat, finee. they are a// neceſary for fome 
body; and get not all” necdiery. for for gry particu- 
lar perſon,” more' of them are rin for - one on 
thanfor ' another, and all of them ry for the bod = 
oftheChurch: : whoſe Paſtours are to inſtruct their C 
cr IE apply the Efficacy of & thaw to heir, 
Sauls, as their capacities a bed _—- encies require., 
For, tho? foine to muy 'be {a t the EE 
of fuch 8& ſuch Points ga Mloives be being enough for 
their gag vos.» yet- kind. of ethers may 
quire incomparablymore effeQual Means, *to buoy't 
vp from the'W: raiſethem to heaven bar: Yvan 
would certainly 'miſcarry for want, of them.” Particu-' 
;'the-points now 'mention'd, / are "of fuch Thigh 
and general Influence, that, without theſe, the aero 
tion of a very great portion of the Church, -woyld be 
enfeebled, many. of rhe Sofis' that 'want' "than be loſt 
eternally, and: others be but- dim Stars 6 in the Gloriols 
Firmament '0f Heaven, in" compariſon" bf what” ny 
| | might 


(a9) 
Er had. their Minds been cultivated 

a . And, can 'the 
entruſted with thoſe Sonls, 
cable to his Will, his Flock ſhould ei- 
ort: of the full growth they might 


the plentiful 'Paſtorage he had provided 
"then for you, either to ſhew thoſe 


for"the' x omg 6 and that your 
#6 hae h as able and 


nn ciſpee: vainſ your own 


L1EUgEt? y you haveno 
| "of ever the'hi Fundamentals, 
and moſt Fame Points for 'the Salvation of Mankind. 


25: Thus muchto-ſhiew that your Rule gives you no 
df af * eoogmived as are neceſſary for 
3 with tothe: of Faith ; 
torn en be xpefi aſſures us'it does not reach. 
Ah of ——_ of F —_ = Diſ- 
tg 3V- my fortner Letter, demonſtrates clearly 
ITT noAbſblate of any. one, and ſo 
pee! yrormnmnge yourFaitltis77ae; ſince, want- 
Cerrataryittar.Clviſt taughe 1 it, it way be 
| ogAdbhes OT has been-preſt upon you in Faith 
windicated; Reaſox againſt Raillery, Errour non-pluſt, and 
diverſe:other Books :; yettho' it was the moſt important 
objefion chat is or can be. 'd; as plucking up by 
hp your 'Faithy- and oying itfrom it's ve- 
ry-F ; noyreturn” could ever yet be obtaind, 


nor 'candid Reaſon - uc't,” but. onely a off with 
{uſted Coral and ſuch dow-bak't words; withour 
able ori evenendea , to ſhew that Grounds 


ef Abſolutely Certain ms nk thus ſufficient 


for 


He the Nature, the £ | 
time ro gerurg go. QUT: 
26. Againſt th mSP 


troduce Mr. M. efting. | 
difference of Tr ran Joreo 


Mr. M. think our Faith, pos 
Texts > What he thinks, 
would ſeem to PO 
believe you, > that 7 


' ther, it 597 FER Ki 
Ti ranſlation, and! "BYE, 
Copy can” be True, leſs.conformab 
gina, And, if NGA 
A 


nay, if you have. not 
gr Sp, 


| Coe) 
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the: World, to haveidane; und this, with the exaQteft 
care, imaginable : Towr Grounds .then, notwithſtand- 
ing ail yO0 hve Tal or alledged hitherto to enfure the 


,' make tio Proviſmn-for the Abſolute Certainty of 


the Written-Rule, nor conſequently of your Faith. 

-: x#. But: what becomes then (ſay you) of the Vulgar La- 
tin Tranſlation? Tanſwer, in our Grounds no harm at all : 
For the Cajon of the Books comes down: by the Teſti- 
mony- of al! Chriſtian Churches that are truly Chriſti- 
an ; and theDodrin of Chriſt, transfus'd into the hearts 
of the ſucceeding Faithful ever fince the beginning, 
both taught them how, and oblig'd them to corre the 
Copy in thoſe particular Texts that concern'd Faith, if 
* any-Errour through the careleſneſs, unattentiveneſs or 
malice of the Tranſlaters or Tranſcribers at any time 
had' crept in. By the fame Means as you can now a- 
days corre& the Copy in thoſe Texts, that ought to ex- 
preſs ſome Point of Morality, in caſe ig were corrupted, 
and deviated from Chriſtian Manners; viz.. by vertue 
| of the Sexſe of that Practical Tenet you were imbu'd 
- with formerly ; & this, even tho' you had no other Copy 
or Text to amend it by: Inſomuch that, how good 
an opinion fo ever you had of the Copy, Tranſlater, Prin- 
ter or CorreQer of the Preſs; yet, forall that, you would 
conclude they had err'd, and the Letter was faulty, ra- 
ther than forgo the Doftrin ſo firmly rivetted in your 
heart by the conſtant Teaching and Practice ofthe Chri- 
ſtian world. As for other particulay Texts of an Inferi- 
our Concern, they . could be beſt corrected by multi- 

tudes of other ancient Copies (the Churches Care ftill 

going along) in which too the greateſt care that was 

poſlible to reQify it's Errours was taken by the Coun- 

cil of rent, that fo it might be as exact as Human Dili- 

gence could well render it. A thing, as far as my memo- 

G 2 ry 
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ry aſs never order'f.or yery'much'regatded by as * 
ny .Councit formerly. «uw wo Yb af ere fe 
-28, But I foreſee, your method 'of confutifig (which 
is to muſter up'Extrmſccalt 1088 Not at all to the 
purpoſe) will. naturally lead you todiſcredit-this way.of 
correing Scripture's Letrer in. paſſages belonging. to 
. Faith, 'as fingular or New; This being the ſame your 
Friend G. B. obje&ted to the Way: of Tradition it ſelf; 
as may be ſeen above, Sect. 10. Such piddling Excepti- 
ons,dreſt up prettily in gay language, goa great way,and ' 
makea fine ſhew in your Controverſies ; and, whichis a 
benefit of: moſt advantage to you, excuſe you from bring- 
ing any. Ivtrinſecal Arguments; tho' theſe -onely are 
ſuch as conclude any. thing, and.tho* you are bound.by 
your preciſe Duty to produce ſ«cb :. Wherefore, to ward 
' this blow, I ſhall alledge the Judgment. of that Learned, 
and Excellent Perſonage, Sir 7 homas More, our firſt 
Modern Engliſh, Controvertiſt ; who, writing, not a- 
gainſt you ine defence of our- Grounds, but, to another 
Catholick Divine, expreſſes candidly his Sentiment in, 
theſe words. [Ego certe hoe - perſuades mibi, idg; (ut opi- 
wor) vere; quicquid. ad fidem aftruendam faciat, non eſſe. 
' @ quovis melius verſum, quam ab ipfis Apoſtolis perſcrip- 
_ Triftad Mar- tam. Jdeogque fit ut, quoties in Latinis codicibus occurrat 
_ Dorpi- 10;dquam quod alt contra Fidem aut mores facere vj- 
_, deatur ; Scripturarum —_— aut ex ali alibi. wer- 
f 


bis quid illud fibi velit dubium expiſcentur ; aut ad vt- 

vum Fidei, quod per univerſam Ecclefiam 
3 '  2n £0204 Fidelium. infuſum oft; quod etiam, priuſquam. 
ſeriberetur a quoquam., Apeſtolis. a Chriſto, ab Apoſtolis. 

©miverſo Mundo pradicatum eft, dubios cjuſmodi. ſer-. 

 mones applicent, atque ad fnfleribilem veritatis Regu- 

iam examinent : ad-quam fi non ſatis adaptare queant, aut. 
ſeſe-nox intelligere, aut mendoſum efſe codicem, _ du- 
| | vitent” 


Pa 


(FEY * 
bitents This is my Judgment, and ( as I conceive ) a 
True one ; that whatever ( Text) is C ul to build ws 
on,” was not better tranſlated by any than it was writ by 
the Apoſtles themſelves. And therefore, as oft as any thing 
occurs. in the Latin Books, that ſeems to make againſt Faith 
or: Good. Manners, the op rar of Scripture, either ga- 
ther from other Words in ot o_ what that doubt ſhould 
mean ; or they compare thoſe oubtful ſayings to the livin 
Goſpel of Faith, which was i»fus'd into the Þearts of the 
Faithful, throughout the Univerſal Church; & which, before 

man. writ. it, was Preach't by Chriſt to the Apoſtles, 
and by the Apoſtles. to the whole World ;. & examine them 
by the inflexible Rule of Faith ; wich which if they can- 
wot make it ſquare, they conclude, that either they do not 
waderſtand it, or the Book is faulty ] where he paſſes by 
the former way with a _— word [ expiſcentur ] fiſþ 
out the ſenſe ; bur inſiſts on the latter way of preſerving 
the Copy ſincere, as.Certain and Proper. 

29, I muſt not. pretermit your Objection p. 19. that 
the Ancient Chriſtian Church never knew any thing concern- 
ing this Method of reſolving, Faith into meer Oral Tradition. 
I would defire yow-to.add [ Prafical] to Oral; at leaſt 
to conceive it-to be underſtood all the way, that being our 
True and conſtantly-avow'd Tener. Bur, did the Anti- 
ent-Church, in _— never know any thing.of this 
way? Tis wond you ſhould nox. underſtand they 
meant the ſame as we do, unleſs they ſpeak the ſe/f-/ame 
Words, and make the fame Diſcourſes we do now. Did 
not they all hold, that who taught any thing contrary 
to the in delivered down by the Church, was 2 
Heretick 2 Did any of. them fay that the Churche's 7r4- 
dition of a Dodrin; as Chriſts, was liable to Errour > 
Did any of them hold that it was lawful for your Sober 
Enquirer to rely on his Private Interpretation of the Scri-» 

| pture . 
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ure, -and relinquiſh. the Senſe of the Church, which is 
ws Ds Point > 1 one.” 'Tis one thing to fay theyoft 
zuated Scripture againſt 'Hereticks,' who' had rejeQted 
the Authority of the Church, (even. the Council of Zrent 
does ſo; ) another, to fay they hail no firmer Ground 
for their Faith, but their own private Judgment# ofcir's 
ſenſe. Tis one thing to give it high C "lations for 
it's Excellency, Divige rin, Uſefulneſs and Suffiici- 
ency for the Ends for which it was oermaquart's God: 
'Tis. another, to fay that, in thoſe places which. relate 
to Spiritual.Points and high Myſteries of our Faith, it is 
ſo clear, that, private Fancies can'with Abſolute Cer- 
tainty fx upon it's true ſenſe, and, on that, Ground theix 
Faith. Tis .ons thing to ſay ſometimes, 'tis Plain and 
Evident, when they are Arguing againſt Hereticks : this 
is 2 thing not ynuſual even among us, when we are 
diſputing, and have an opinionthat what we _ 
manifeſt; and thoſe Fathers or Councils which inflted 
- on it, had good reaſon to. have that opinion of what 
they alledg'd, having the Dodrin of Faith, ( Scrip- 
ture's beſt Interpreter ) in their hearts: Befides, when 
there is full aſſurance of it's ſenſe, who doubts but ir is 
of a vaſt Aut too; being in that caſe the ſame as if 
the Apoſtle or Chriſt hi were there, and ſpoke his 
| __ in _ _—_ —_ they confu- 

Hereticks with defining ipture ; n the 
aſſurance that they had the true ſenſe of it oe on Way, 
than the Heretick had by his private Interpretations. 
Burt, 'tis another thing to ſay, that, as manag'd by Pri- 
vate Judgments, working on the bare Letter, or-relying 
on Fallible Interpreters, it is fo unavoidably convidtive, 
beyond all poflibility of giving: it another plauſible 
fenſe, that all Mankind mutt think .him a Renouncer of 
the clear Light of Reaſon, or ſtark blind with Paſlion 


and 
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| aid: Intereſt, 'and abhorr him as ſuch, who ſhall inter- 
preticaſttranother manner. And ſuch the Ruſe of Faith 
muſt be; otherwiſe, 'norie could: with Conſcience rhink 
jo yr Heretick is obſtinate, nor any man ( no not 
the Chutch ic ſelf) covdenm him, much lefs abhborr him 
for : ' fuch; as was ever her Cuſtame. AU the for- 
mer! 1ons'we as heartily, fully, and Conſtantly 
atctibe'toScriprure as any Proteſtant inthe world: nay, 
woelay moreover; that-this want of Clearneſs which un- 
| ie for being a Rule, ſprings from a very high 
pevfecion.in it z'vit It's deep Senſe; onely this ove, of 
givmpevery pt man, - who by his private Judg- 
-ment:Mnterpretsit, fuch #(furance of its ſenſe as is com- | 
'petetit to:Gronnd his Faith on, we Cannot grant; this be- 
1ng no leſs contrary to common Reaſon, than 'tis even 
to' Experience alſo. - 'Tqreturn then to your Objection. 
Yom \fee'Sr#. rot that the Anticht Fathers were not 
ſuthtStrangers#o this Mechod' of -7radirion we follow 
and-'explicate.-/ Agd; you might: have obſerv'd many 
others both-fiam'd and cited, Swrefooting p. 131.to 137. 
What matrers it that they did not _ That our Te- 
retor- Dilare'upon tir fuch Ternis a3 we do-now x ſo 
they-twughrothers to hold 76 what 'was delrver'd, and not 
torely on their ow#private Interprerations of Scripture 
4gainſt: the preſent Churches Dofrin? Since in doing 
ritis; they held the ſwbſarce of that which we have ſince 
more diffuſely” explairyd,' and: rethac't our Difcourſes to. 
more -Methodical and/ Formal Reſolutions of Faith, 
which were tier io mich in faſhion in former Ages. -Be-: 
ſides; you are nor to be told we both have & could alledge 
Fathers enow -for -our Tenet, -and the Obligation ro 
hald tothe Dearindeliver'd from Fathers, that is to 7ra- 
dition; and how ſmartly and unan{werably they preſt 
ifagainſtHeyericks, as a certeinDeterminer of the _ 
| troveries 
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neg 
private Men, '-as 
- Herefies; by. reaſon of the myſterious 
Oblin of the. Letter, and its liableneſs to be.'miſin- 
.te and.milugderſtoodz.. Whereas, it: was never 
heard thft the; Rule:of 7; 7adition taken .in: the; ſeriſe;in 
noma 
rin, preach'r to great 
prattiſed i them , and held--q 
Divine, and the, way.to vation om 
any Hereſy, and-impoſlible 
fexion to. a .C 
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98s? C oO. Jou-FRa ano: fron 4 03a? 
. ' you know but : thoſe Niyine Revelations, which. that 
heck Boos comp were pox differony from, or-to 
to-thoſe, contain'd .in tho Cananiwe have 
make If you cannot prove theſe twa Points, then,*tis 
nganifeſt you cannot- prove with Abſ Certainty, 


that. the Books Wee have my contain'd .all,the Diviae. 


Reyelations. 2. You inſiſt onely*on this-Univerſal Te- 
ſtimony for the Canonigal Books New Telſtamenty 
but, 1- vous know whether this. T any reaches to - 
each 


Dairy, os Pri | 
ponrun 


| repre bryenth Cbolicks od Them Pr. | 
ſide, how often they 
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each Chapter and every. Yerſe of. thoſe Chapters, nay, 
ach material Word # thofe Yerſes > Tf it rn pM - 
ou prone & nor-with any Reaſon can ſay ( for 'tis 
to prove the former, Ec impoſſible to prove the la- 
ter þ annie Rule) then you areas far from your Faith 
as ever; unleſs you bring ſome other Teſtimony that is 
Abſolutely Certain, to aſſure you' that ſuch and ſuch a 
Verſe, - which you would quote .and rely on for ſuch 
and fucha Point of Faith, nay, the main and moſt fig- 
n:ficant Word in that Verſes true Scripture : which, | 
am fure'you cannot :: For, what Teſtimony eife can be 
invented : to do this, if the other, which was of the 
whole Chriſtian Church, cannot reach it? Is there any 
poſſible way'to aſcertain this, but by our. DoQtrin-Rule 2 
Upon this occafion, pray inform me with what reaſon 
you. could refle& ſo feverely-pag. 15: on the Church of 
Rome; for not receiving the Epiſtle to the Hebrews in St. 
Hierom's Time, aſſoon as other Churches ; and, not on 
the Greek Churches, ( which you uſe to prefer before 
the Latin) who, ' in the ſame Father's time, refus'd to 
admit the Apoca/zpſe ? --The accepting of nor accepring 
ſuch Books, even according to your own Dottrin, de- 
pea ,on-their being. ſarished of the Evidence produced 
for their Apoſtolical- Authority ; and'fo was' an Act of 
Prudence, antecedent tothe Judgment or Determination 
of any Church,- whether Greek or Latin. Bur, fo un- 
reaſonaYe is-your' pique againſt the 'Churchr of Rome, 
that ſhe cannot at pradenrly without forteiting-her /x- 
fallibility. The", another man would have acknow- 
ledg'd, -it was rather a very commendable cautiouſne(s 
in the Latin & Greek Church too, not to admit into ſuch 
a ſacred Roll, Books that were not yet clearly-prov'd to 

be authentickly ſuch; than a blameable-Lapſe, or 'fo 
hainous a Crime, that for committing it, the muſt needs 
| H lole 
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toſe'all her Title to Chrilt's promisd Afﬀiſtance: * * 
r. This gives me accafion to: Me\yon what becomes 
of Your Rale, and, xotly, of: Your Fazth alt that” 
while 2 If the Letter of the Canonical Books, that is, of 
the whole Caxon of the New Teftament be your Rule, and” 
thoſe Books were: part of this Cann, they maſt necetia-: 
rily be part of your Rate tony whence it follows that. 
your Rule was -not- Zetire;' but deficient 'for- ſome hun-:- 
dreds of years, till the whole Canon was ColleQed and '- 
Acknowlkdg'd. I ſee you do but complement with the 
Primitive Church of the firſt 300 years; ' and, that you 
onely cry it up to avoid tke unkindnefs, which the tuc- 
ceeding Ages thew 'to your Cauſe; for,_by your Dodt-. 
rine, you cannot but hold that the Ages which' fofow'd 
if, are to be prefer'd: Since Theſe ar goa intire Rule, 
the Others wanted ſome Arts of it ; and ſometimes. held 
but ehree parts of it, half of it,:or leſs (and fo, by your 
Principles, were but three quarters or valf Chriſttans )- 
according as the ſeveral pieces came by degrees to be 
acknowledg'd; and univerfally accepted. 1 daubt Mr. 
M's. Diſcourſe about the Number of Books, more: per- 
plexes you, than your are willing /to make ſhew of. For,” 
pray, how. mayy of. theſe 'Books go'to make up" your. 
Rule of Faith? If any one,or fome few; then yow ſhould 
not -have-ſ{tood upon the. Canon we have now; that is, 
all. the Apoſtolical Books,” or Scripture in general. If 
all.thz Canonical og bo your Rule, 'then.Perlaps 
the Primative Chriſti but ha#f their Faith, or /eſs ; 
it may be zoxe 'at all, 'becauſe, wanting yet thoſe other 
Books, they —— places to' compare thoſe 
Texts with already had; which is a great pare 
of your to find out your Faith in Scripture.. 
Pray, ſatisfy. is about this exact Number of Books, and 
how.,many WE juft ſerve the turn; and; make _ 
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thing eohere ; for;-I cannot. for my: heart as-yet find 
any thing>that does. You talk tous of a Parſe, and fay 
it'muſt ap ervy whenavye came to look at it more 
narrowly;-1 s to liave been for ſome time bur ha/f 
4 <> 4 hore one fide of it, at leaſt. had- a great 
#DÞle mity-1Þ thatyou put us into an apprehenſion, that 
many. of 'the Goldand Silver: Points might have drop. 
ourof it in the time of the Prinutive- Church ;-by which 
Church notwithſtanding, 'and no other; in our diſputes 
about Faith, you ſeem heartily willing to be judg'd. Bur, » 31. 
let us exaniin'a little the: Conſent of a/l ( your ) Chriſtian »,. ;,. «5 
Churches for Scripture, you make ſuch brags'of.” 'In the Letter. p. 7. 
firſt ' plate. niarches- and leads the Van, your: Chriſtian 
Church of the Noble Arch-Heretick Marci«; who blot- 
ted out of the Canon the Epiſtle to the © ZZebrews, that (4) pipban. 
to Tits, and both tlioke:to 7imethy ; whoadmitted one br. 24. o. 5. 
ly Stu Luke's Golpet:to be Divine, and * rejected all the 
Epiſtles of St. Pauk, us an Apoftate from the Law. In the 
rc rank, go abreaſt tlioſe three Famous Chriſtian Chur- 
ches of Ebion, Vatentinas, and Cerinthas : ' Of ” which | 
(Othe- Firſt admirted- onely St. Matthews Goſpel ; . the ©_17*n ld 
(4) fecond, onely: St, Fahn's ; andthe third, onely St. (4) Iren. lib.2. 
Mar#s.”. After them, come others,- mentioned by St. <P: 25: 
Microm and Epiphanius, who in a manner brought all, 
into doubt; .eſpecially if Faith depended in thole days ms in. 
on the comparing of places; for, they held that diverſe Preem. Ep. ad 
things both .in the 04 Teſtament and the New, were None 
not inſpir'd./by 60 Þ, but writ-by a Human ſpirit. 1 
need not acquaint you;that Luther, Brentins & Chemmitins, 
- did revive the old Doubts about the Epiſtle to the Ze- 
 $rews and the Apocalypſe, of later dayes. Nor need it'be 
recounted how: many Orthodox Chriſtian Churches did 
not accept diverſe ' Books formerly. And, the afrer- 
wards,.'as you fay well, they came by degrees to —_ 
yy . H 2 the 


(b) Iren. lib.3. 
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your ſober Exquirers attending to. your Rule. * 


_ Onely Ja kttle-wonder you ſhould fay 't7s ſufitient: for 
your purpoſe, that al Dottrin. of Faith neceſſary to Sabua-. 
tion are contain'd in (the Letter of) Scripture, either expli- 
citly or implicitly. If they be neceſſary to Salvation, they 
mull be »eceſſary to be believ'd or known to be there; for 
they mult ſave men: by believing 'them, and ating ac- 
cording to that Belief or no way; and, 'if they be one 
iniplicitly there, they are as yet iiknown, or not belies 


So that, accordingto you, .that is a Pointi#ecefſary to "4s 


wation, which does not at all: conduce to ir. - But, I 
wonder more at the happineſs of your Sober. Enquirer to 
whom, you affirm and ſtand to it.Routly, thoſe Im- 
plicit Points wif become Explicit without the help of the 
Church; and yet you call it afſaming, in the Church of 
Rome, tg do the ſame, or declare the Senſe of ſuch Articles. 
Cerppiply, This Sober, Epquizer'is' your. ſpecial Darling, 
and Favourit. , Ae, tho":g-private perſon, ::can diſcover 
thoſe Explicit Points; and I ſuppaſe may declare them 
too, to as many as he pleaſes ; tor how can-he in Chari- 
ty dolefs? Butalas! The ſilly inſignificant Church, can 
FA nothing ar all ; ſhe .cthwſt ſubmit to the wondrovs 
Gifts, . you have. beſtow'd upon tlie Rabble, and her Go- 
vernors and Paſtors be'accounted Tyrants if they ſhall 
dare to encroach. upon their. high Prerogatives, or pre- 
ſume to.ſhare in- their Priviledges. of : being able to an- 
foldor, know the Explicit Meaning of Scripture + Texts : 
For, in caſe they can. &now this, and this Knowledge be 
good for the Faithful \as it is, being as you lay necefary 
to Salvation) "tis without queſtion they may declare 
them, or make them known to others : nay, __ uſe their 


Authority. too (if you will vouchſafe to allow them a- 
ny) to edify. the .Faithiul by., making this Knowledge 
fink into them. Nor caq it prejudice their Reaſon,” that 

Ws the 
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withall appointed ror ied by God to teach them ; | 
Rational to ſabmit ,to':tbeir Judgmgnts in WE 'S, 
_— _—_— But, ada ou have reaſonto 
| up for your Sober Eaquirery forall Ring: leaders of a- 
ny -Hereſy, or Faction: againſt the Church, took” this 
very: a uiryrocontiogs, The Spirit of Pride, - 
which poſleſt them," principled thetn with theſe” Rati- - 
onal and: PeaccableMaxims, that they had Authority to 
"judge their Judges, teach: their Teachers, dir2# their | 
Guides,” and that their-own: Wat excell'd'that- of all the 
World viefore.1 7 But, when'a FaQion was form'd 
into. 5'goad Bodyziche Scripture Rule was laid a- 
ſide agaip'; fo that 'ris ubeful whether we have had e- 
ver.a Sober Enquirer fince, as- -Was ſhewid in my Firſt 
LetteriSeAc 25% 040 
33-” You deſire to ſee chis'Powes: of che Church. in 
Scriptute in Expreſs Terms; and'we tell you we need 
not let you ſee it in Scriptureat all: for Tradition, & even 
. Common Sens, tells us, that the Church has Power to 
feed, and inſtru: . Flock; and enlighten them in 
what ſhe knows,” and tliey” are" ignorant of. ' IF you 
demand ..how the : Rai Charch 'came by this 
knowledge of: making Implicit Points Explicit 2 I an- 
ſwer, by Tradition, giving her the Senſe of Chriſt's 
whale Law, and each Intire _ of it ; and by. the 
Light-of Nature: purity'd-by natural kpowkdge 
antecedently ; -asalfo by her Ne ication, when octatjo! 
required, to refleupon, and penetrate : deeply wr on 
Senſe ; 


the ple 
dgreeableneſſes 


, 21. why this thoald be ; bar BEG 
word of. expreſs Scripture do you pretend to for it? Kid 
if himfelf pretend to any fuch Power, - belides-that it 
will look alittle odd'tliat God ſhould take more care o+ 
private mes than of his Charch, let him either ſhew 
us he has better means Natural or Supernatural to do 
this; than rhe Church has, orhe diſcovers his Pride and 
Folly both 'to pretend'to it. You fay p: 21. that the 
Church of Rome has no where declar'd in Council it has a- 
ry ſuch Power ; vi2. to declare explicitly Points imply'd 
in” Scripture. - But, Firſt, you may. pleaſe” to know It 
- bas made ſuch a declaration Sed- 4. where Hines 
that it belongs to the' Church, Jailicare 4 v4 fouhi 
interpretatione Scripturarum, to judge of the” tha 


UR27 
and Interpretation. of Scripture; N t,” 2ccordinply 
, proceeds upon this ex; as } ſhalÞimdnikeſP by : 
eral Inſtances. On Seſ-r3.. 'cap.. 4."Whete "it tat: 
plains thoſe Texts, Zac. 22. Fo, 6. abd 2 Co7..x1: toÞ 
meant of being traly Chrift's Body'; arid declares thertc 
that the Church was ever® perſwaded of the Dodtrin of 
Trauſubftantiation. Another, -Sell. 14. cap. 7.” Where 
it declares the Text, -1 Cor. t. Let a min examny himſelf, 
&c. to be: underſtood by the Cifome (or Priftice) of 
the Church, of, Satramental Confeſſion," neceffary* to, be 
us'd before receiving -the Sacrament. by all thoſe who 
are conſcious to themſelves of mortal fly. The Third, 
Sell. 14. cap. x. where it interprets that. Text of S. James 
cap. 5. to be by Apoſtolical. Tradition underſtood 'of 


the 


a 13% x] 
. $9 1 6 
+ 4'19 


©) 
18. ” 2 - 
Fu. 4 
I) ” ; w 
. by) LT 


" an 


- 


WPme, 


. 
_ 


ſign 


4 
4. 
£ iy 
—_ #4) , 
* »þ "yy" 
9 . 


13 
arms, » "4 / 
. #4 14 wat; . 


to interpret Scripture according to 
' the Fathers; which. you judge 


—_ 


ioul, _— jr Andi ng. 
diff: ncil 6f Trent; ah t 
NR bw: br ets Orece ar Bone 
Horid' i Dedhin for all” = Ae 
PRO Tr tion dF the Fathers in-that Deere: (Seff; 
\ 5 repreſs the' inſolency of. Hereticks wieſting 
"to their own private ſentiments {contra 
C hy or the nnanimous Conſent vf thy 
is tirefHy contrary to i pow- 
Ne eomthing} as in re, 'ek- 
yhic [was not {os known %efore; is un- 
| you will prove that that Explicit 
v 'to the unanimous Conſent 
5 urch, Which you-will ne- 
Sigh Þ tfivlal Exploie” to make: Mr. 'M. 
ry Dh M Mr. 6. 'of the Church of Rome with the 
Cas Trent you can 'make"that-very Church 
i with Jef. —$, rs eripſa Rema—and that open!y 
oy profelſedly too. ? y, which's moſt-wonderful, fall 
our org her {elf abou: her own Prerogatives! For: 
you tef{'us p. 2.3.that thi if has-afſum'd this Power ti6w 
ſpoken of, yet it (#4 Jiſows dirt; Now toafſumea Pow- 


er, is'to cha it and to diſown it, is to renounce it ; 

whick® ng oe much after the rate"! your 
Diſcourſe'h This 'Churcty of -Rome'® a moſt 
inonſfrous kiad of Creature :'It/ goes RE an dr 

wards, blowsand ſups, declares for and againſt, and all 
at once; but we muſt -imagin' B_ to be ſuch ongly as 

fands tray 4in'Dr: S's Fancy. - 

wt ol punch Sram ro elude all this diſcourſe, 
remains yet to be more ully ns th tho" it*has been 
OCCa- 


to tht ther Deli oy iv. 
116, 490,, & the ou 
Kal? TB CEES 
ty for. wr Faith, \A this yg 
hove in theayr, apd one af your. 
Rule '# TIE EI. | 
any. . one particular point contain'd in that. 
the will avail you nothing. For, fartt-; 
ilcourle pinch, upog'#ny \ove PACFICHIAr Foun 
inty of your F ppb Kat 
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your Po 3.of Faith at, once 2s built on yaſr Ground. 
hens risthe pretended Grow of your Faith we are dil 
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ncular Avicles h Lys "tisito 
nor power to alberta in abſoly 
| Jamental Points, it has mT 
is no Grape of Faith at: Tet 
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backto the Queſtion,;and- 

en Eicld. Tis tedious and 

to hear you ſtill. za/king, __ Y 

dijobetey Certain . Ground for ye never ſee 
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ivePor ſary. Connexion 
—_ tis built, as to give np 
Farm it.to are competent Judges of t 
Senſe of :Words. 2:Wiirch :the Experiencyg of all Ages 
dince Chriſt confptes; and a Witneſs to be 
falſenin the Saciafors. and; others. TT pos Your ſelf 
cankeſt dnowupon «time that-you are ab/e/ately Certain 
you raw: boddl all the ſame Dodtrin that mas taught by Chrift 
wn \bis-')4p -\ Now; this-candid expreſſion would 
make well-mezning Than. yenly, believe that 
you Races (rv? .hatd been. abfolutely Certain \of very 
particular :Chriſft ion Dettrin, by vertue of yaur Ground 
or Rule. hire: 


incomparablg dexterity quite and 
ckan 


© Us.;:For,. when you came to;fxplain 
your ſelf there, amovmred. 12; ' more: but that your 
Faith was: rofelv/ofinto: ts, that you pre- 
readed. to which -containg all; of as you told 
usÞ/ 17. thatgou: were abſolucely certain you: bo/d all, 

. becauſe you hold all, not.in. your Soul or. Mind (where 
Points» oF ee to-be held) bur in a kind of Purſe as 
it werepas one he hivids 2 Book in his had, 


toholdabichat rs ru ny em of which, tho? 
cannot come at. vim 61 beingroſſtof rm ook Fit 
were” lock's 1 ops _: A are in poſſeſſion of all 


Chriſtian | firmly 
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alu Þ- mg pen" nPaich. wn, _ not E- 
ro out a is 

m———_— you mulf few, thav? "is Faded fuch a Ground. 


1 > Now 
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Directions" Ney' more;\ci je Bo 
muſt have Rims nd oof Bo dente:to cre 
ah T6this'EffeR of Abjolne Certaintycan-havaino! leſs 
this Clear: Evidence for it's Cauſe: Bur, you marat 
ealily :prove Mankind has no/Eyes/to dberwirhy abgo * 
abdit To-ſhew that the Henep:of Soviprure (this vlens 
i! ofder to. the diſcoveryo oÞ'TightFaith, even:inothe 
higheſt, and-moſt concerning Points 'of our: Chyiftian 
 Fifthly,- Tis pleatariteo obſerve. white rare Re- 
Rioroa of your Faich-youigive- 'us po\EqrOurFaith 
ay. 'youY 7elpgfolatings: rhe's noitherWWorid of 
2 4nd whatever 13" barlf 'on'the Hai dof Ged,/is abjo 
lately Certain, © 'Yow muſt; heryreentts mig hrs 
Tradition ofthe Qhuturch, either 
or £3 'uoleſs' you will: "odnfel yune/fetres 


pure Phanuckoor FI 
liblyi20/ſayg har ——— 

is abſolutely Certain yriordtis d (Frath.1- Bur 

ly Point--is' ſall;-Arg-yo00ias/aweincertain.: ip = 
Grounds, ator Fauh isrindeed Zuiltion the/Word of 
God> Y ou fay nck 3s out: Groted,: you 
pretend 107 Hos bios 
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aodperpetudlhy7 balk us. We tellyondnce more, (and w® 
CR Iooten he isaWeceffary Connex 
199} !berweet the Grand and the Building, for,''ris not 
2 Ruilding'if it have noGroand, nor the Ground of a Build- 
ixg if nothing be &#i/f on-it. You are then'to-ſhew us 
Ahdſolute 'Certainty' of this-weceſary Gomnexion between 
the; Scriptare and: your Faith, -or you: do nothing but 
talk- at ratidom: But, alas !-You-have not the Gonk- 
dence to mike outthis, or produce your Reaſons to con- 
clude this Ground and this Building have ſuch a neceſ- 
ſary. Relation; : and-I muſt rell-you plainly, you can never 
do at/ For, pray, .tell.ime,: May- not the Socinians, and 
indeed all- Hereticks, that ever aroſe in the Church, /ay, 
pretend, and (perhaps ) think the fame that you do? 
Nay, - do. not they all a//edge the ſame? Do not they all 
profeſs to. reſolve theit Faith( 1 mean their abominable 
Arrexts,) into the written Word > Do not they pretend it 
fortheir-Grownd, 2nd, that they build their prophane Te- 
nets on -it x &laltly, avow asſtourly'as.you do for your 
heart, that whatever is built on Gods Word, is abſolute- 
ly Certain > Will you allow theſe Pleas Argumentative 
for them, or, that their-wicked Errors aretherefore true 
. Faith,and Abſpletely Certain,becaule they of/erlgeall this! 
And gan. you be;forunregſonable as tÞ expect we'hould 
paſs. that, for m_— or a concluſive _ ro 
Trove you have Apſotute Certainty i afgyour Faith, which, 
Your ielf difallows, when *rialledg'd. for thew; nay 
which:you mill diſallow. and declare againſt, unleſs. you 
| Will patxonizeall their, Hereſies2 . Pray, lay, your hand 
on your, Heart,.and conlider. (1 am ſure, 'tis more your 
own: Good, than mine, you thould.) into what a La- 
' mentable, or rather Chimerical Condition God's Church 
is,redyc't by-,y ous, Reſolution of. your Faith here, and | 
$6 Arount Yon give OL--\ The Pier and Gro of 
7 : ruth 
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on even 
Fe cke Church Þ 


thoſe if ehex Sts urianimouſ] 

had good reaſon. bs alle on in hs os ES 
- Churches you accounted Chri tian Churches? For 

fear, by v0 our Diſcourſe por Principles, you exclude 


None : © c ought you, ſo they-hearrilty hold 7 the firne 
'Gound of Faith with you; for then 
Tenets are to paſs for Material Errors, .not' Hee 


refies : They bet ol ere Fairh in the Parſe Ri; tho' 
they miſtake the conan and mertal ; and that's enough, in 
alkconſcienice,: for ſuch a Church'as ther 'younre#bour 


R__— Fave up. Youpa(s a com _ 
Barry "General. "- wer 
jet all Jach xy wer! w mn rhe, det riY 
uſe to be-words-of cc otr Controverſies; as 
| out'of 

. that fo you nity ſer a better face w 

the-Papiſts; When thit job is '6ver, they are but 

o- nil the ſo 0 eter dinall | 
raey Ns nk 

ally, if onk " ſober *Enyuirers comnes to Ray's. 
therwiſe® and, "neo dotibr, there were many ſuch everFin 


thoſe 


| 4. a 
thoſe;dayes..\And, then cones the: 2:1. Article of 
(X\B/zaber#s Symbol; and knocks them' down afl at 
' 6#ce Wirth a' Declaration that. their Decrees have neither 
—__ nor Authority, unleſs it may be declard, that 
they be taken out of Holy : and foall is with a 
tart of ones hatid —_ baok to the fame Point again, 
Tone ber Baquiters aro at ll idery les fucg o 
Ft ers,. are at full tbe tl ro judge of 
Ns by your Scripture-Rule ; and m9: Fran 
Faith. is eſtabliſt't by that Article (at teaſt as you make 
-uſc of it) to bethe fame with thar which is made, and 
profeſt by alf the-vite Hereticks in the world. | For, as 
Drs Burnet (yes very candidly in his Auſiver 70 the Me- 
thod of converting "Proteſtants, p. 83. and, no doubt up- 
on your Principles, of cnn er bis ftrifteft Enqui- 
ries 3s ſtill perſwaded that a Council, has decreed againſt the 
Irie meaning of the-Seriptures,in a point neceſſary toSalvat i- 
on.then be muſt prefer God to Man, and follow the Sounder 
tho it ſhould prove to be the kſſer party : Anll, if any Com- 
fanty. or _ of Proteſtants have decree'd any thing con- 
to this, in ſo far they have departed from the Proteſtant 
Principles.) Where wee he gives every ſober Enquirer 
leave$©'jadge of Councils, eventho* General ones, tor he 
_ exeepts* ; and himſelf ſhews tHem the.way, by 
Judging & Cenſuring the Councils of his own Church. 
| 35+ Another ſcruple yet remains incumbent on you 
to cfear; which: is, that, by" your putting it upon Mr. 
&.- to prove you: have' not Abſolute Cerrainty as to the 
Rue of your Faith, and by your innate _Antipathy. a- 
gainſt Hy, *tis very dubious whether your ſelf 
do | hold the Tradition of all Chriſtian Churches 
Alotntely Certain, even for the Scripture; however to 
fave your Credir, you. thew pretended it, fearing your 
denying it might diſedify Mr. 7:Since then you ly under 
_ a 


—_—_— tar Tema ot | 
Certain, "and "yet are. n. Evemwy..to. Ivfal7 
ſ{inee co on 0460 can 
 Abſelutgly:Certain of ® hing,- if be wy wal = 
fame time be deveie' in it; and, withal, chat yow may 
. give more. ſatisfaQtion to yourR in, than an 
empty and ſcarce —_—_— wes: & > 2: it, when 
Yau 0 It: untowar reumitances ;. Ys WA 
.work1like a;Sehallar;,and: fongeanir an ys:b 
folid\Realonz, worki the Naturap t LAY 
(for no Argurnent meerly-probabie will-ſuffice.ta; prove 
a Teſtimany* Abſolutely Certain.) how, and by what vertue 
this 7; 0p Ys of all Chriftian Churches comes ta. be thus 
rg Yea Gang bryce node 
ce.we cxdeaunur to demontrare the Abſolute Cettainty 
opr Tradition. for. DoQtriefy Thete cannot bea worthi- 
er Point to-exert-your {elf in,nor a EX ſervice done 
to Four Rez; _— mo ain oa 
in lous part: of t Wor an to perform th 
Hl knows.[qor. whence a ice and / Qu War 
7 ;zproceed ; .CONVINcing 
R dy gs > one from a Heart poſleſt with the 
Truth ot wheres is | Hos end Fee and bleſs 
us with the ſight of this 2, arme icious Per- 
formance, , Fw while Jo hang 15{in, pleaſe to thew 
.us too, that, the- Abſolure Certaint Cerraigty of this VUnjverſal 
Teſtimony- reaches. to prove your Rule. 7stire; that is, 


reaches toprove no part of the Written Word was loſt : 
nay, that it. reaches. to the particular Verſes, and. he 

. moſt ſubſtantial- Words in thoſe Verſes, as per ++ 

* main Books ; and laltly,'to Tranſlations allo and. 


{rl 


_ OF ---. 

iptions; as' you it to-do-in caſe they be ( as in- 

yare of equal Concern, in our circumſtances, 

as the” Boots" themſelves. Or, boy deny they are e- 
qually. important; and, maintain that this 4Z/olute Cer- 
eainty tay be.had of your Rale, without the fame Cer- 
tainty” for theſe; then pleaſe to give us your Reaſons for - 
it, ;and ſhew+thow. Faith can be 4bſolutely. Certain, tho? 
the Letter on which it depends, may perhaps have been 
maim'd' or corrupted by any of theſe'miſcarriages.' Or, 
if.':you think fit to-fay you have Abſolute” "Chreaiary 
of. your Pa#th,-tho'-you haye | not Abſolute Cerrtainty 
for-it's:Rule; -* then, ©confefs-candidly and ingenuouſly 
your Faith is Abſolutely- ſpeaking * Uncertain; and, to 
make poad that rare Chriſtian Tenet, fal to work and 
confure utterly that Poſitive Book [Faith YVindicated ] 
whigh :undertakes-to produce-a multitude of Demon- 
rarions to-prove that- Faith camor poſſibly be falſe; and, 
withal; pleaſe'to inform usto whar efd you maintain 
your Rate of Faith'to be Abſolutely Certain, if it do not 
make your Faith thus Certain too, or- what that Certain- 
ty {erves for. '- Any thing! would - content; us, {o 'you 
would once leave fluttering,” and hovering in cammon 
' Words:>Either tell'us na} fee Lergpr is Uncertain; or 
come art length 'to ſome firnt bottom; on which we may 
with Abſolute __ ground the Truth of ir, and raite 
it above ſome plauſible -Lite/ibvrd. Bur, we remonftrate 


© 


inſt your purting'ts-off with the Old Sham [Suficr- 
S CordituryFantis* roll wy me 0 whe Kind 
of. Certainty-you hold; and make” ot *ris faffidient for 


the Nature, the End and T/fes of Faith, and the Obligati- 
ons iſſuing from'ir, and incumbent on the Profeffours of 
it. If. you-refuſe to-condefeend#tor rheſe- fair fals, 
all the Wqrldumyft think 'you:'ondytemporizd with 
Me. 7. and: the occafion ;:and ther yorr have not that 
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to ſay, by OO 
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: Univerſe. Th i 


kindelf fo awniftly, rent Deſign? 
Tis -onmgy #1 Let 6s take 4 view then —b &s 5th. 
, O————_— = Church my be 
evera &s by Perſons erent Reli q 
pong” TY to know what that Clin nk ts, 
Here-w'# {66 any; tliat the rain of the ney 
What Churches wore: acedtihted by You Chriſtian, or 
WANG m_ If co__ ] wisto  beeapliend; and, 
the Riffame word again, 
| Gow 2 by Chriſtian is meatit Chrt- 
ſtiaw x cott wot he frottt You. And, You 
did pratiently ; for; had Ye tot eo diſtinguiſh which 
wes Chriſtian, which nat, You rauſt have 
all 'Zeretichs,, which your Prit:ciples could not 
doz for your Ground: of Faith here is moſt manifeſtly 
Carfita6i? to al of them; and fo You wont! have lain 


open to to ho Dito of Bare of having profe a Brother- 
hg tha Trane GC, _—— 
1 tany Divine 
[durrmanered! appear'd to bs utterly unyualifi'd with 
Clarttels and'Firmneſs cyotigh to be cafl'd a Role or 
Ground T's 5 a this; 4rd in Conforiincy to" yotir 
her pow You __ ny non irf for ot 
ptars; i it nfay : 
as to-the-Buoks : -Bur, oo 07 aver how the Chut got 
ay wy Hereticles for corrtpting the Eetter of 
it E#votirable for them; and,-rhere- 
To know, thiy'ct'y' *"Fup. tlie Books, 
drags tn, 


fitted: then thr their '6wh purpoſe. 


K z Whence, 


Wy 


Whence, .tho'- the, Teſtimony: inchs pol Gaul be 
Hropger by hel coprveni, ptalo £9 lit of tho Let- 
ter, c places 

LT eay for their allowing: them, . they. age 


red. them as conſiſtent with. their. Tenets;- otherwiſe, 
ov: wag Ts rejected, hem as they. did eng 
that WHat: a ——4 can you gain 
Eric { towards t oy Groundof. Faith, > 
ſolute Certain,. 1 ou be not. i equally Certain E 
later? ; Sel none kN all: For,” tis not the whole Book 
in the ang hapcan be produc't.to prove Faith, Fob; oromfore 
Hereſy on 1 or per rticalar. Texts; and,..if Thele;and. the 
am Tgnifcant: Words in; them, be! not- Abſolutely 
rtain, what. becomes of the Abſolute Gertainty of your 
Rule, or your Faith Nay, 1am not fully ſatisfied that 
their concarrext Teſtimony does ſtrengthen the Certainty 
oAblay Es much as the Bots. 2; ec L obſerve at or 
| es.,1y eltimony of honeſt- mien, M1 
| ee rhe GR, if koown _ of 


Point. P. 29, al 
| heed _ of Fa. wg k- 
ou advance Cartainy 

liens: it tobe; _ Word, NG op 
| Fat Words, £ 
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(77 
far it, they quite loſe their force ;] and, which is worſe, 
rg Aſſertions make People-expe& very frong 
Arguments to Anſwer - and make good ſuch confident 
Aftixmations ; elſe it hazaxds Credit, to pretend Great 
Things and bring little or. no Prosf-- How you will ju- 
ſtify thoſe big Words, we ſhall ſee ſhortly. Inthe mean 
time:let-us ask- you, how you come: to be thus Certdir 
of, it? -Isxhere no more requiſit to a Ru/e, but to be the 
Word of God > Or, did you never read in Errour non-pluſt, 
long ago, p. 73s 74, 75. the Anſwer now given You to 
this Pretence, . in the tion of your 12th. Princi- 
ple ;- ig.-which You endeavour to eſtabliſh Scripture to 
be a-Rulp,2 Or, .can, You ſo much forget your ſelf, and 
our duty. to reply to it, as to diſcourſe ſtill thus crude- 
y,. with the ſame confidence as if You had-never read 
or ;heard of ſuch a Book, or any thing alledg'd there to 
the-contrary ? If we muſt needs mind You ot it ſo often, 
take theſe few words-alopg with. you now at leaſt; and 
till you have reply to them, and-others ſuch which 
*d,' I an——d bp let us: be tir'd no more 


are.there a = | 
with ſuch. Talk; as ſerves onely to amuſe, but cannever 


edity or convince: :[.7e$e-writ by mea divinely.inſpir'd, ;,,,, ,,.. 
to he-Divige, -lafallible; «nd the Word of G Oo ooes pluff, Þ. 74, 


no more but that they { the Scriptures) are perfetly Holy 
and True in - bs ham pe 3 beneficial 79 Mankind 7: 
ſaw: way or other ; and, this . is the fartheft theſe Words 
with.carry: But, that they are of themſelves of ſufficient 
Charnchs to give fexcerely-endeavouring Perſons ſuch ſe- 
curity, of. their ' Faith while: they rely on them as cannot 
conſiſt, with, ;Errour ( which is reguifit to the Rule of 
Faith) theſe Words. fignifly not.. 7; Jey may be moſt Holy, 
they. may be moſt Truein themſelves, they may be exceed- 
ing/y.Uſetul, or Beneficial to Mankind, and yet not.endow'd. 
wh. this. Property ; 'which yet. the Rule of as * mu 
aVC. 


(*78:) 
haveJ And, peg. x3: [ What:then Dr. $5 is to do; 3s : 
to product” toneluſfve Reaſons to evince that the Letter of 
Scripture . has ſueh a Perſpicuity, . and other Perfefi-- 
ons belonging to ſuch. a Rule, as muſt Ground that molt- 
Firm, and Unalterable, and (#f <u- Grounded) Inerra- 
ble 4ſſent eall'd Chriſtian Faith.] Wo fee here-cthe Que- 
ſtion rightly ſtated;"and the Point! that- flicks ; now 
let's ſee whether your Proof does fo much as touch it, or 
in the _ gion | _— _ « FEA 

'. 38, T gument you make. choice poſe- 
it ; your beſt, the matter in-hatid being of-higheſt con- 
ſequence) to prove that all who belitve Scri Pare to be 
the Word of God muſt tate it | for & Rule of Fateh,” is 
this. [ For, fince the reaſon of oar _— is _ 
God has reveal'd, whatever God has reveal” d muſt be be- 
liev'd, and. a Book containing m it ſach-Divine Revelati- 
ons muff be the Rule of our Faith. i. by it 'we are to 
judge what we are bound t6- believe as Divine Revelations] 
t 2 wild 'medly is here, inſteadof a Reafon ! Here 
are four Propoſitions involy'd. The Firſt, is this ; the 
reaſon of our believing is lecanſe God _ reveal d, and 
this is granted: onely yournay* note) thar'we are equas- 
hy bound to-believs hay God has wieetd by the 
hurcly's- pars; To y Writing, it be equally clear 
it was thus reveat'd; nay, more - by the- Kemee than- 
by the fater, in cafe har way of nrncidng ths Di- 
vine Revelation be: more” clear than'this:- nor does- your: 
Firſt' Propoſition: deny" this; but" rather aſſerts it.- -'F 
Second, This, {whatever God Bay revert "muſt. Bo be 
lievd] And this is pretended' for an Inference; but a-- 
las, *tis nothing leſs. For, how: dves- it follow that be- 
cauſe the 'reafon of our; believing is God's'Revealith,: 
therefore we are botind' to: believe. what God has re 
veaFd, whether-we Brow'it or. no: All ten thar can* be: 
re TT faid 


(79) 
ſaid; of It 5; that 'tis pious Non-ſenſe, unleſs you add to 
it chat .we:bave allo Certain. Grounds God bas indeed 
reveal'd ie'+ For, atherwiſe, beſides the danger of err- 
;ug - our. felyes in matters of. the higheſt moment (and 
this «vo/terably too, in regard we entertain that Er- 
raur 25 recommended by the Divine Revelation) we 
ſhell 'marcover / hazard to entitle God's Infinit veracity 
to 8 Falſchood, and make 7rath it ſelf the Anthour of 
Zies. The” Third, that [a Book, containing in it ſuch Re- 
welations nanft be the Rule of our Faith) is abſolutely de- 
ny'd. For 'a Book may! contain in it-Divine Revelati- 
ans, and I may ' net know certainly it 'does contain 
them : Or, I may kuaw certainly by very good Teſti- 

it does contain them, yet not know certainly it 
does contain them a// :' Or, T may know it does con- 
tain them a{/, yet perhaps aot be able to know a»y 
oxe of thoſe 'Divine Revelations in particular, which 
are”cartaindd there ; for example, if it be in a language 
E underſtand not : Or, tho' I do underſtand the Har- 


guage, yet by reafbaofit's myſterious Sublimity, and 
deep Senſe, and thence Obſcurity and Agony in 
many” relating t0 ſpiritual matters, and the 


cn -w edn. — op te cannot be 
'd with A e Gertainty which is the right Senſe 
of it ; and therefore {conſidering me as oo pong a 


Faith, &chat my Afﬀent nmnnny on the Fruth 
of forme Prelmunary whick'is the” objef&t of pnre- Rea- 
fon). 6 mighe not, nay (ramver;, with any true Reaſon, 
frmig. 2 to what I ſeamay bean Errour; nor hazard 
MAlvation upon an Tcerzarm Ground, and on whic' 

| linb - great- mbltitudes' have already Ship wrackr. 
The: Fourrly [By # we- are 'to judge what we are bound to 
| believeas Divine Revelations) runs upon'the fame train ; 
for- you are to- ſhew: uy how 5y i F am to judge =y 
| Gif 


ut © . can never prov 

| = Pg non of. Faith: at. all, 
| - :and, ileaft* of 
ay on "And:therefore you faid) 
dl Pp you (ymented p.'28; you. were in 4 
Pas : for tho .(fay you) there is as Abſolute Cer- 
tainty, phy this Certainty lies in Univerſal Tradition, 
and we can ſhew this. Univerſal Tradition, yet we cannot. 


ſhew the 1 Trade for Certainty. For, you cannot ſhew. 


Univerſal T ts Text:that-con< 
cerns Faith w _ our Tradition -:Rale for Dottrin ; 
nor Abfolute Certainty - you have.the true Senſe, tho 


you had that. Certainty for the Letter, without which 
is'not your Ground at all. A Certainty-there is, bur 
not by vertue of your Grounds, and -ſo1'ris-none of your 
Certainty, nor. your Ground: neither;  Wheteas then you 
confeſs. here that, # cannot ſhew the true Gen g 
your . COrfWn1y Jun #29 rve. to-be ether. (5A or. Se 


you fa: fk for be wernlag.p our: hearts 


let. w 
ſee. fick Ping fog W 
would be hay . Vietorious, 

nage of a bad one to employ. their Talens in wo 
about for. by-paths to ao ney 
the face. . . Wepity. you. ;for 


wt upon your, well- C—_ 


Pe yt 
 Tpecious 


$f | (%i) 
<icus pretences of Gobs Wozd, inſtead of ſhewing 
| «no. Ablolats Cerradnty (on your Grounds) this 


,0u have the true Denle of it in ay ove paſſage rela- 
| Ti_g 40; the controverted pornts ; withour which you 
_ cannot with Honeſty pretend it God's Word as to thoſe 


Points. - And, if that kind of begging may do you any 


' nite Mercy to 
nr 


your 


| e boimd to believe as Divine Revelations. 
eſe 1defs, which ſhould be us'd to clear things, are 
Nill ſo made uſe of tha? they are the main Engines to. 
confound. th your 7 eft then fay what it pleaſe, 
"mult tell you-plainly, you quite raiſtake the meaning 
"Word Rale ; It ſpeaks Refitude, and that fuch 
an Evident one-as fd rccbbe thoſe who regulate them- 
ſelves by it 'from obliquity or Deviation, that is, in our 
from Errowr. You t then to have faid—T7hz 
our Faith, Id which, while we follow it, we ſhall 
abſt fecur'd. erring in Faith, For che 
Primary Effet of a Rule is to give Faith that prere- 
viſit Reality 8s elevatey, it to the Dignity of ſuch « 
Lad of. t, and raiſes it above that dwindling, fee- 
ble, alterable aſſent call'd Opinion. But you will needs, 
(toavoid coming neer ſo dangerous a Rock) take it for 
a kind of Hwantztative Heaſure,nor for a Qualifying Prin- 
ciple : Whereas, indeed, ris not the What or how much 
we are to believe, which' is now our Queſtion; but, 
the That we ought to. believe avy thing at all; or That 
you can by your. Grounds have”any Faith at all for 
: L wart 
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Y never pgs Fe 
tute fy naar lata in the 
ries of our Faith, Su Cs Ot: Cu rel's 
Nor, will You ever to 
all Chriftian Churches it has this Proper- 
ty. | Wherefore, Won is calf'd a Rule by-ſame of the 

*pr.5r. ſecond Antients, it muſt be taken {as My. A, *layes). with the 
Letter, p. 29- brag horwy at of ee Ties gdjoyn.d by  Fhich, kivieg 

iM'sLaw in her Heart, :can ani- 
Cote hs the Dead wary Jones and preſerve it from Explications 
any 


- 
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In 83 ) 
: thrrecezved.: rAfd, that 
ane 7 ear of Faith ; | "as 
ircannat leart any -intoErrour, bur, 

foof good uſe to abett Truth by it's Divine Authority. 
In which ſenſe Councils proceed. upon. it often,: and 
ſometimes call.it a Hue. Aud,: kremember the Famous 
Lainoy; when we:were Diſt once about Traditi- 
on: ſhew'd' me. = littte:Book of his, /in- which, he goes a- 
- bane ta prove; thu Councils had frequently n'd a- 
t Hereticks. out of Scripture... .On- which occaſion 

ask't hink, if be jadg'd thoſe Comcits fraar' their De- 
«by the: ſenle-they had- of the 'Letrer by their 

ls z or" by the fenſe of the Church, which 
they hdd: by: Tradition: -he anfwer'd, undoabtedly' by 
the later afid'that there would be no End of Difputing 
with Heneticks, had. they taken the. formers Way.. By 
wiucl we _ .diſcern rhar ſtil afromrurndy pro- 
nn gr i. Rule, even whe alledg'd' Scri- 
-Qckier, call-Scriprare rurubanM Rate, becaule 
LoomaidExind; in which fenſe-even tome Catholicks 
call it. a p: Rule becauſe Fare of Chriſt's Doftrin is 
centain'd in/it,. rhe other part deſcending wy Tradition : 
which acmpentcarofthe Wor E Auld] is yer lefs Proper ; 

| _— (as has beer provd.): in_rriay be conradi'd there, 
ef yet webe:. * oe -17rong knbwing ouv Faith meer- 
virtte”d pruve's conmmining if.. But: no Ca- 
Mp Aid ied Hee) Jiboy. find ont all 


MEE pahbnn in;-whict-Y ea declare: und _ 


aſks df . Aupver,. let'me.tefl Yow 
Ts p wilb:aevery. ann oF Puſition: of Fours as it 


lies: { withpatt the- Churches Þolp 2] .in' the Univerſal 
Tratlition: of a#:Chriftia Chorcheop and;: ihks: You 
albthbs YNou'wiltonever wore thy” —_ it'2' Rwle"irt 


the 


*2e SeT, 2;- 


us at all, who | ; 
41, You wi ENS oC ak wax, Þ..30. $0 
ealk of a e of Cantroverfies; but the beſt is, :You 
acknowledge you do go thus —_ by acknowledging 
tis another diſtin Controverſy ; _— tho' you ac- 
khow = thes You flill rayon. it, thatks You 
fill wander from the Point. You h. mightily 
P.. 31. that. # is 2m for us to bring ſuch an unaxi- 
wous Conſent of all Chriſtian Charches for our. ailible 
Judge—or our Infallibility, as Proteſtants theis 
Rule. As for the later, where were yout 
while you thus bad adieu to.the hugh, Sr 
courſe > Cannot we go about to or wewor wal 
bility of a Zuman. Teſtimony by. Natural Mediums, 
bu, i _ 7 muſt object again 
our Concluſion, and ch eter __ of all 
Churches to abett - | bd | 


Is aopthing. | 
el » Certain Groard .of 
IS fach. 


a,cotetheany thing more Rational than to hold by. 


conſe- 


(#5) 
eqpgaames, that there is an Zefallible Joke, of tht or that 
our. in marters 


to Faith?:the word i ove ging tar thr: that that Per- 


ſon or Perſons, are ix Authory, or are Authoritative 
Deciders, to: preſerve the of Faith, and the 
ws. a, Church. So that, ing Church-Go- 
- Sen that thoſe Sacred Concerns 
are to- be pany aj no" —__ Reaſon demonſtrates to us 
this too as well i the other, without needing the Con- 
- ſent of all Chrifti@p.Churches ; tho? you need nor to be 
told this does not want neither ; Nor heb 
all che General Councils: that defin'd againſt cks, 
they might ps be in an Errour all 
the Ehile _ the Reveticks 1 whom they condemn'd, 
in;the right. - Your * Appeal to all the Churches of the 
Chriſtian. World" for your Rule, has a plauſible appes- 
rance., + but - vaniſhes into: air when. one comes” to 
graſp. it.' How: often muſt it be repeated that you have 
as: yet produc't-vo Rule at all for your Faith? For you 
have' neither prov'd that Scri $ Letter, as to every 
" ſubſtantial word'that concerns Faith, is abſolutely-Certain; 
nor that' it has-in it the nature of a. Rule 1; nor that, 'tis 
your; Rule; more [than 'tis to all the Hereticks in the 
world; nor that-your ' Afent to any Point upon that 
Rule, 2s made: uſe of by you, (for want of Connexion 
berween the aerh tq be baliev 'd, and the Rule on which 
=_ arcbeliey'd,) can have the nature of 2rve Faithin it. 
: Goode, ; would do the deed, you would indeed 
do-wan but let your Reaſons be proportionable ; 
otherwiſe, fir rong words and faint blow are but very ill= 
matcht. '-Now, 1 muſt dechire plainly I cannot fee the 
leaſt ſemblance of ſo much as one > ſol Proof in.this whole: 
Treatiſe of yours. If there. be, confute me by ſhew- 
ing: it, and Ra it to.:be ;/ach.. You explain 
your 
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own Tenet over and encrititioheiaiw reach 
been 18, $0d- half: ;&-akeg' t ph xi Soma 


mack: of Go##) z/that | we/averanenc]” torbefreve 

= that cit contains God” AMAR, and. af{things note fſary's) 
Sehvutien a _ twenty: fach fine things3; whicts beara 
porn tine— | and well.in a:$c mew where all 


mane to:contnadidh 5 
por dave are; verydulls A — "Qrchoror 


arary,.not ane. _— you-even :offereat;i26 
prove- goons have.4/alate Cortaimiyetehe Rate. or Gromed 

. of Faith, but have-faln fhort.in cvery car of thoſe 
CinBiiets jonas i: both -as7td; the: Natidas: of Cerniiully; 


Grown, Rules; Faith; an}: that. 'rg Goon 
Rule, and- your Faith: . N54 FB '£ » lic + 
144. £ Ade te. any. thing, if wetels char wordiira 
aroper leinſe; as-we do. imiour modern Controverſies; \.is 
be: mwnodiate Lightto direffus wdiidewtowkr laws 
ng. thasthing}:: Fox; incaſe irbeinov Imantdiateg) buy 
; ching/imervienes: that is'neculfud vp direkt 


direct; whip that ether berome profemly nho.7h = 


a peat roman Rei: rim wogard.s _ va he Tos: 
other ſ * wtede 
fib: hr pommanh Rtntforerths! ae Hoe ed 


whe" Joue bf 


rixrie! being; mare [uimralare to. the 
than-is 


it:s: Wards; (tat is:to: the-knowi 


our” 


the Letter, forcir ig.manifeſt qhab.1ahl// who haverhc 
Letter have not aig & they muke 
Erterpretatiot ing henoe! 57 57 apr t0'6! 

that Zhe:- 'Chrof Jen Church attck hav 

is taiinterpret; we tore 
upon! higcown puivane ation fie : Nor 


yongrt.onded ap omangan aa ban tofd 


- us 


"I 


. - ("E83p) 
_ us before Þ. 7. & 8, a Hwyrical Senſe may ly kinder thi: 
' "General Wards (Chriſt is! the" Son of God'\ und peck 
;Sopſes may be-couch't under theſt, Chriſt 3s realty in 
'the Euchariſt ; and fo, (even according to your elf) 
*cis the Tuterpretation or the alligning the Sexſe to thoſe 
rat which.makes 'True Faith or Hereſy. Wherefore, 
Ytiggptain that your own Inter prerggion of Seripture is, 
jane ſpeech, yew Rule; for That 'iS a more Imniediate 
DireQtion' to give you the Sexſe of Scripture than is 
.the Letter ;, which is Antecedent, 'and preſuppos'd to 
td Terpretation, as it's Matter or 0bje#. Nor had 
4yeu':your - Feit tho" you-had the Letrer, till you had 
Mtexproved it.” "And, befides, the proper and Immedi- 
ate Effe&of ſvrerpretation, is to give the Sexſe of Words, 
[and "tis the Sevſe ef Scripture which-is your Fazth, and 
got dg own Private Interpretation is unavoidably: your 
' Ride; If then you will vorch, as'youdo all over, that the 
IUgiverſeT Conſent of all Chriſtan Churches gave you 
your Rifle, it mult atteſt your way of interpreting Scrip- 
-tire too, by 'private judgments; Nay, it muſt moreover 
atbdſt-that way to'be: Intely Certain ; otherwiſe you 
_ "cart riever ſhew how: your tind of Proteſtant Faith, no 
better grounded,'can be abſolutely Certain ; and this, as to 
all the Dottrin that was taught by Chrift and his Apoſtles; 
for both which you very unadvitedly undertook when 
you were # a pinch; hoping, I ſuppoſe, to ſhift it off 
»gain with one Of your transferring Expedients,' or ſome. 
ſquinting [/d ef ]. To what oe is it then to 
cell us here p. 3t. how a man (one of your Sober En- 
quirers T' ſuppoſe) is to behave himſelf, where the 
Texts or places are doubtful.” For, unleſs the Conſent 
bf all” Chriſtian Churches bring us dowr by. their U- 
aiverſal Teſtimony that thoſe methods are to be taken, 
and that "they are abſolutely Certain Mcans' for all that. 
; | ule 


«ore e, or come us the 
mn it, FERU as as' m—__ 
pou Fan, or _ 
| NAG any Fai at it "by "5 7 op Nay, 1 

* miſtake you if your Prgeip les will allow theſe Means 
no not even es, Teſtimony which ron 2% 0 us 
the Senſe of the Primitive Church (upon ron 
paſs a complemerf{) -to be more than bo Fabible. ares bo 
do, you admit our Rule : If you do not, I would | 
you to p_ your Reaſons to convince the World 
how a Falible Authority can prove that what is builton 
X is alin Ca er, you! ſer the beſt Co- 
our. .u ele. Fallible ou can -; ' ny _ }-.. 

your oe Enquirer is bags Des of the-beft belps, 
the beſt and reaſonable means, &c:tho' they are ſuch 
that in likelihood it will take up-his whole life-time, 
ere he: can uſe and uſe them all, {o as. to compaſ 
ſincerely this fati ; nay 'tis ten to one-he-will 
£7 CE. Fa pang era enquir'd very ſober- 
9, to to the next world to'ask the way to heaven. 
onder how many of the Church of England, or e- 
ven of Content ne uſe of all theſe Means ere. they 
Coal itch't .upon- their Faith: I much doubt—Ye/ 
A _ And we ay they. of 

your! er axy of thoſe means, or all together, are 
jo neon if —_ you = oY you were. 
ou fay any Or az, you t againlt Experi- 
_—_ for- _ who ule all theſe Meaxs'do notwith- 
ſtanding differ. You would infons pb ths wank words 


(kl pe] thee | eignt, or difpmable; bur 

ou u t, or 

| alas | they are the higheſt Myſteries of our Chri Chrifflan 
Fairh; and if they mult take ſuch pains, as to compare 

Scripture and Ds £ and the: Senſe of the Primi- 


tive 


i; ts ) 
attentively a 

theſe tor:Poinrs of ri 
expeQed it all that Chriſt. axd 
es == by wo ry which asks ſuch labori- 
at's Senſe 1h theſe ; .or by Four me- 
$77 jr is done Uncertain? 
t the Primitive 
it, St. Athanaſius .in- 
"us (24h. hs Oper is $/warie & Seleaciz) where he 
; lame: Clergy::men of his time for. going abour 
enquiring. what; they , were ©o_belizve, in wake words, 
$1 eredidalerr, ingquam,. quali Fidenms non haberent, . de 
"i Fac , —Seſe- Infideles eſſe declaraverant, 
Fre 4 owing quod non, habent, If they. had believ'd, 
never enguir'd, as if they, did want. Faith. 
7 =_ declar'd themſelues to be Unbelievers by their 
after what they bave not: - So, that, it ſeems all 
your So 4 Enquirers are (accotding torhis Fathers Judg- 
ment) Jnfdels, or Unbeljevers. Obſerve here the valt 
between your Principles and thoſe of rhis Holy 
Father and. moſt learned Controvertiſt. Nothing bur 
ſeebing and exquiry (with the Epither. of ſober ro grace 
x a little) will ſerve your turn; but, he tells us, on the 
quite contrary, that, if Wee ſeek, or enguite, we have no 
Faith af all: Which, in plain Engluh, ſignifizs thus much ; 
you judge that to. be the. one/y way to Faith, which, he 
Judges a plain, Argument, of having none. You are all 
tar ſeeking for; your Faith: io. Scripture; He, for taking 
what|.is «/redy: found-to;aur.;hand ſome other Way, 
we, mult be by 2 7adition. On&thing 1 ſhould much won- 
der ty an not [ know poly rmay pe Principles ; 
'tis.this, why amonglt, other. means yoo aſſign: £or. your 
ſober, Enquirer to make ule of; you do not putthe F#dg- 
ment f the Preſent Church (et i it be your own if you 
M pleaſe) 


pleate) for exe? T1 [> 


had more aur, lf 
you dil Re Toms ry.0 
eaſy toknow its ſenſe, where it has'£] 
cate it's felf /clearly.'. The: 
actualy atdthe Placesicompar'd, 
geity;;:coltsinfinitrouble ; Vn, their 
ty to _ the ſale of: che Preſeat 
to you by Living. Voice; and -coſolnant. 
fronds think too, "tis | 
World, the .Unity-of the | 
Government (if al boy anyfuck to u-( 1»; 
that People ſhould follow.rhe-Dodtrin of their Teachers, 
be led by their Paſtours, and obey their-Superiours ; 
rather than be left to their. own private Fancies, in mat- 
ters 'of ſuch Concern,: that, if they claſh with theni'in 
their Judgment, it hazards to break all thoſefacred Or- 
ders,' by which the Worlddubſiſts. Let-me askyou'one 
| ere we leave-this-Point. - Is your ſober Enquirer 
_ Boundtouſe theſe means for his fatisfaQtion in 
Points, 'or not?. You-ſay:expreſly here, that, he is bound 
to:do this; :and, ſo1. jr Fo hon ou will be gdifatisf'd -with 
him; if he falls ſhort.of .. 1 ask next, did Mr. 
Z;-uſe:all theſe means'in'a Point, to:compals a 
| rational ſatisfaction ? How la he, when he was fa- 
risftd, and. we bot — ng wht epuornare Yet, 
for-all * Doctrin here, /you-/are: ng 
#5 4 ae 

Cho 
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G,and younere:Duſpmting, LD the riones 77 you! he 


LY 
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or - 4 
ſober Egquirer is Joved to maks'uſcaf in roubefwl caſts; 
as bvs was, if he'degle ſincerely: with Mr. 6; and 'did not 
> Hor 07 dg three hours time, pray, me- 
litate; compare Scripture, and Bxpofitourt wpow it, uſe the 


help of ſpiritual Guides, © the ſanſe of the Primitive Church, 
ich; are buf of the Means you preſcribe p.' 31. 


' He made prodigious! haſt; if he. 'did uſe thoſe means! - 
| How comes he theh to be fo! /atif d, nay,” ſorefolv'd, 
withonr uſing thoſe:means ; and ſo worthy of 'your Pa- 
tronage, - if he did not what you ſay here, he was bound 
todo? Theſe are Myſteries, which muſt be-veil'd from 
the eyes of the Yulgar, & Prophane. Nor js there any way 
to reconcile theſe Contradiftions, but to underſtand'you 
wht this C/avis ; that; you fay any thing that ſeems" to 
ſerve your turn, when you are diſputing againſt us, and 
diſclaiwit again when_the circumſtance is alter'd ; and 
that, as-you pretended rhe for your Rule of Faith, which 
nor one- in-a\ thouſand follow; fo you pretend thoſe me- 
thods' myſt be taken,” to: under! fland- rour Rule right 
tro the” 'end 'we 'may nar” be" 'deceiv'd by: it, which, 
neither are taken by any;' nay, #eed not'be taken at all, 
tho you told'us herE men were bound totake them ; the 
believing your word that your! Anſwer'was campetent 


. (*which was indeed wowr) acquitted his Obligation, "and « See the 1. 
atton'd for his raſhneſs. ' This, this alone; 'was ſo meri> wer to Dr. 


torious, - that, - it waa to-Prayer, Meditgtion, *.. 5:5. 1. 


' comparing Scripture, an 
ſpiritual 'Guides, ' and the ſenſe of the Primitive Church, 
which, you declare here, ſhch- as 'he were bound to con- 
fulr for rheir ſarisfaQtion in Faith." By which T gueſs your 
Teſt to diſtinguiſh a Sober from a Raſh Enquirer, is, whe- 
ther he will rety.on. your Word or $kill for his ſecurity 
of Heaven. If he w#/, heis of Four ſoberifort without 
more ado; and, need not trouble himſelf with thoſe pain- 
M 2 ful 


Expoſitours-upon'it, the help of 13, ;>. 


£ . - Se 

full Mechods: if he wil not;; he muſt. go through them | 
all, or be-Rafh. The Truths, you'play ſure ;-endmiay 
ſafely: defy any man Iivingever to um _ 
ly-out of your Com ©: For, w! begins, ſhall 
be ſure vo dy before he have exquir'd half way. - - 

Wo At-length, ro my great Comfort (for 'tis tedious ' 
. to find noReaſons to ſpeakto, bur ſtill to be employ'd . 
in confuring Miſtakes) I am come to the-laſt Task, that, 
asfar asl candifeern, will belong to. my Province: To- 
wards the end of p42. 31-your Diſcourſe ayms to eſta- 
bliſh your kind of Faudgm EAN; which makes 
ſuch a noiſe in-your Books, and of late rings out of the 
Pulpit too. ' You make way to it thus, If we. have, the 
Conſent of all Chriſtian Churches againſt the onely pretended 
Infallible Fudge, we have their Conſent likewiſe that every 
nan 7s to _ for bis own Salvation. Your t, 
ſuch as it.is, itands rhus; By the. Conſent of al Chriſtian 
Churches, there is no Infallible Fudge; therefore, every man 
muſt judge for himſelf." It keems: then nothing will con- 
tent you now but efallibility; an, if that benot to be 
had, every - one may \ſet up-for himſelf in the Judging 
Profefſion: + Why, -1u the Goyernours: of 
Church, when ow teft Her; or of your Own Church 

cither,- were Fallib/e; are you grown ſo nice ona ſud- 
den, and- your, Conſcience fb tender in embracing any 
thing leſs than Tofallibly-Certain, for Fairh, that Fall;- 
bility will not ſerve-your turn, which hitherto, you ſo 
contentedly hugg'd and ador'd,. and ſo witrily derided: 
any Certairty above it? Suppoſe they had but your Sufi 
cient Certainty,' or great Likelyhoods, fair Probabilities, or 
ſuch like, for their Interpretations of Scripture ; muſt 
they therefore loſe their Power of Judging in that parti- 
cular, - becauſe they, are Biſhops? Or, forteit the Digni- 
ty of Paſtours and Leaders, becauſe they are not _—_ 


—_— Is) 
Wee, You-lave ſuch an aking tooth at the Churches in- 
mw in Faith-matters,' go'not ſo much as to-b4/p 


Childrencia-ther moſt; Geoefſaey | Points (p. 2x.) 10 
they be: Joubrfad, that neither -profes't Ivfallibility .nor 
acknowledg'd Fallibility'will put you in good humour 


with C {Harney ho out they =yoy on Jour 
fober Enquirer arts up in Read; For he muſt jutlge 
whether thiey tell bim right or no, when all's done ; I ſup- 
poſe by the light Scripture gives him, as heis'to.judge 
of the veracity of General Councils ;«and ſo we are got 
into the | giddy - whirl---pool- of a Circle. He muſt 
learn. the Senſe of-Scripture &y them, and yet truſt 
bimſelf interpreting Scripture, not them, for the Senſe 
of it 2 Tis pitty- but he had-a blew Apron ons. and a 
Tub'to.hold-forth' in what heavenly light he had gain'd, 
by interpreting Scripture after the Method you have 
ſhewn him. Tis true, if there were no Abſolute Certain- 
ty inthe way to Faith (and I believe you hold none- in 
Four Church) every. man muſt ſhift for himſelf as well 
as he may; yet ſtill even in thar caſe, he is 4ozxd to do 
that which-ſhall appear Ze/, and come up as xeer to 
Certainty as:he, caw. And can he in any reafon think 
his own; Enquiry will bring him to more Commis than 
the Paſtors of 'his Church, who -had- been ſober Engquir 
rers toothemſelyes, and underſtood the Means you af- 
ſign to make that Enquiry,perhaps a thouſand times bet- 
ter than; himſelf z It he thinks them better qualify d 
than him lf for interpreting Scripture, he ſins againſt 
the Light of Reafon, not ta truſt. them rather.than him- 
ſelf: For they (have, in thar-Suppoſition, more know- 
ledge than ho; Tis left rhen, that he is to judge himſe!f 
to be better qualify. than his Church, her Bithops and all 
his Paſtors are for that work : and, upon this brisk ſelf- 
conceit; the Book of Scripture flies open on a ſudden, 
: | diſcloſes 


holly Tanpors Tay, 


Poilts' Th 
God:head; way ch) whichotherwiſe 
their honeſt Natural ng co it: ſeif of it's 
owl ny meg h runes do;'and 
74 on $ tiny Mercy; them t- 
« abilities and -bert or WA oi does groan 
Church ;- for-they are. very cx gra if they forgets 
ſignal and extravagant 4 Favour.”, But, let-us ſes: what 
is to 'be' meant by an Jufadible ug; for ou.do--nor 
particularize your-acception ' hoſe -w ; *or'' iter 
your 'Reader ee what Judge;! how, ior” for har egos We 
hold him T»faBible. © 


45. If you 'mean by (fag #J' an - Authorirative Deei- 
der of Controverſies about Faith as: was faid above) 
wn tiak (which is what we hold) o rg 'Is' _ 
li rey, >> -Upon an - 
either "otend thi A Olnach nit nos 
Church-Governours to —— their Adthoriey-in in = 
- ciding matters of Faith; or elſe that it never held they 
had-an ſvfallible Rule to-go'by.!i And'1. believe your 
utmoſt attempts wilt fall:to-far' thorr-of producing. as 
ny ſuch Content of 'Ugiverſal: Tradirivn for eirher, rhar 
it will be dire&Aly-againſt you 'in'both ; and you "muſt 
have a ſtrange opinion the Decrees of General Coun- 
cils, in ſuch eaſes, \if you apprehend they held cither of 
choſe ſeiFcondotuning Tenets. And yett cannot —_— ; 

ave 
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nate yang =—_ that 75 encg or' thoſe-Churches 
rich mute then .in Communion with Rome, wilever ac- 

ethe Gomerional had &:juft —_— toceckare 
em as 'Herericks MILES them, 
to a man,” true-blew Sober Emnquirers ) or that _ Go- 
vernoursproceeded upon an falible Rule ; forthis were 
£o..cut their.own throats, and | 097 rr themſelves 
Hereticks; - 2 martification not tobe ſubmitted to-by 
much, colmtiacients plaits, Now all. theſe: by your 
ge are tobe ed Chriſtian Charches, and 
'd' ſo very [currently, and. very frequently - by 
you P. +26 25. pay . aqpin: lin many other. places)'without 
any owe are reduc'd to a very 
.pxett que condo, —— the admirable mould in 
you-»have new-caſt the Church; For, unleſs all 

—_ {Hereticks of old, any Lutherans, Calvinifts, and 
:alb the-inferiour Subcivifions of Faith-Reformers, vouch- 
-ſafe togive their concurrext 7eſt;mony to the Infallibilit ty 
.of the Roman-Catholick, Church (which condemn'd 
themall.; mami ep apre, aaa .the - Council- of Trent 
4 rlirgugliout,5byitho ''Tredition) the is: to 
[have no Infallibility at alalow's her ; her old Rule too 


1s 


E hev. : 
pave: bus by: that be le, 'to which 
Romaty-Cathalick Church nkucrropeedls; retake '3 
. and. were caſt out of the Church -for. receding; from 
the Ctriltiag Doceate, Þ held even then upon that "7 
Rule? - » 
46. But what have we to do with of your pre- 
tended Chriſtian Charches, whether Eaſtern, ur not-Ea- 
. ſtern, Modern, or Antient ; many or few ?:Or, what 
have you to -do; with them” enher; if:you; would, 

as becomes: a- Cantroverriſt; ſpeak-hame t #5. You 
how already we phace the fnfallibility of our Church in 
delivering, defining .and. Zadgizg / of - Falth-Controver-. 
es, in the Abſolutely Rule of Tradition. All - 
therefore that have adher'd ro Tradition as their Rulg, 
muſt allow to Her this/Inerrableneſs, while ſhe adheres 
-r0. it, elſe they muſt 'condemn themſelves. | And thofe 
pretended. Churches; py ns. 3 Tradition, can 
. never, - for many competent Autho- 
rity againſtthe Roman-Catholick, For, , ors ou wo. Cer- 
Wh Rule, . they; can have #e ſure Grouxd:of what: they 

VeE.Or: "alleidge' againſt her her. ::-Andz beſides, being, her 

- Enemies, and condemin'd by her, andthat by 'verrueof = 
this 


"men live Eaſt, 
ns by eh far ftretchr 


| | ff the Wirneſles; bg 
4 tha ry wt j _ wich more on-their 

We r'1s, on their” Anowledge, a on their Sin- 
=: ney of their" Wikis to the Perkon c or 
rning-whic "ry fk to witneſs: And Fal- 

Songregations, 'W ich 2 kl oth Out-caſts, and E- 
remies have for each of thoſe regards, no weight at 


"49; You have anothir Fetch yet left to prejudice the 
Reader i 'ottr. Tenet." For, you often make menti- 
| ity, the Roma, or the "Roman Church- 
and (as- appears p. 15. and 16) ,of 

y of the *Particular Church of Rome ; 
on, -and our true Tenet, is, of thoſe 
| $ compnunicaring with the Ro- 

[ ork I us you jarere: 
to t ſincerely or. repre! ent 
i Jngoaculy, F w Fl trig tho? it ſeems trivia), 
infittzates ififo your Rea at we hold the yery. Spot 
of Rome isthe & and #d<quate, mold in which In; 
7 PR the to remember, arid p pray 

tefl you of it, rhat ir is her fo 


| Th Oak i tfus abſoluceſy Certain 
of her Faith, we can prove ſhe is qualify'd to be an 7v- 
fattybts Fatge of Faith. That — Ui Bilhop is a —_ 


/ certain Rule of Tradition, i iN *$ee rift L 
T-do, i Ae Diſpute, place ter p. 18. 


r ſelves of the want:of 


are pretend to 000 alle Jes are. for 


pings pon Lp ; alt Diſco | 

in the way our rover #7 JUCOM uy > joe 
n Originally, and end y in-an abſolutely Certain 

Geof Faith; "that j is, in ſuch a Rule as influences ous 

kf with the ſame. Certainty. - - We: are furs. we 

have ſuch a Rule, and, 10; we. are fwre:we.have tree 

Faith-; and. we are fwe you: can: have aq. 

that You have true ber No an Ate >2yY 

Abſolute Cert. 167 an 

which Koper This i the rain Bit bercen 
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Diſcretion, 1 will acquaint you how far 
wr yen »w.4t, how farand in [ rejeR it. I 
I 15 #0 bis own ſaluation,and to 
| vour by hi —_—— ge Way corght] "cy 

nom rpm ees in it ; 
re wender at your ny Fromarand), 636 to Lis Us NT 
agree to it, who certainly are ſome port of Mankind. I 
grant that, otherwiſe,:''tss to no purpoſe to go about to make 
Coraerts : 1 add; - os you, and me, to write Contro- 
yverlſies. I grant man is to judge of the beſt way 
to ena, ; and of, of all t a th day ns oP PT; _ 
wp —r pec of the true Grounds of Faith; and to 
potaon d wh ho: proceeds. on a Certain Rule, who 
andthat the contrary Tenet is as ridiculous as what's 
qool els your-putting upon us, againſt your daily ex- 
perience, ſuch 'a ſotti as to hold it. I add, thar, 
finceevery man is,to Judge of his Grounds, therefore the 
Rule of Faith muſt be ds not much Learning 


ſhoulddire& _ to find out the way to his Eternal 
Happanels; and, ayoid the paths that lead him to E- 
ternal Miſery. . But, I utterly deny, that therefore, he 
ought to think ir Difcretion to hammer out his Faith by. 
the dints of his private and unelevated Reaſon, from 
Words that are of fo deep, and myſteriousa ſenſe; and 
this, after he has experienced that .multitudes of other 
men, as wife or wiſer than himſelf, and(for ought he can - 
diſcern) very fincere t00, do their belt to underſtand 
them right ; and yet, as appears by their contradiQting 

N 2 "-* One 


that God's Providence has left n6 abſolntelyCertain 
td Faith, itbeing of ſa'vaſt-a/Concerny'and uy gore ne- 
ceſfity :. Or thatit:can command{him 10'4ſent firmly and 
wnalterably to any Tenet'asa Truth, nay 
ſuch; even with'the. laying down his Life to atteſt it; 
and yet- that, notwithſtanding, it may be a Lye, for-4- 
oy thing can be known by the Grounds he goes-upon. 
And, therefore, -I deny: that,- in caſe. Faith $'on 
fome Authority \bringing it from Chriſt (without Ger- 
rainty of which none-ean be Certain tis Zrue av all) 
that Authority ſhould be Fall;Ht'in that affair, 'and per- 
haps deceive him while he truſts it, or relies on it : Or, 
11 caſe 4t depends on- fome other Means (v:z, Scripture's 
Letter, and his own [aterpretation- of it) that Means 
ſhould not- certainly bring, im to the End, if he makes 
uſe of it to the belt of MFpower : I deny it to be Di/- 
cretion to think-himſelf capable to. judge he has 4b/olute 
Certainty. of the Intire Books of Scripture, even to ſuch 
particular Words or Yerſes.he- builds on, but by our 
| Tradition for Dedrine.; as likewiſe of their Tranſlations 
and Tranſtriptions-all along; and, of the Copies being 
taken at firſt from the true: Original ; whence I deny 
he can with -true reaſon judge his Faith 7rue ; ſnice-a 
faule in any of . theſe may-make it Falſe.. I deny 
that-he can with any Diſcretion judge that the ways you 
preferibe p. 31. for your Sober Enquirer tor underſtand the 
Letter of Scripture right, 'and ſo: come at true Faith, 
(viz. comparing Scripture and *Expoſitours upon it, help 
of {piritual Guides (who confefs they may all-be deceiv d, 
and ſo may miſlead '/him)) and knowing the ſenſe of the 
Primitive. Church, &c.) are the means left :by God. for 
| Men 


dfels it tobe: 
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f Mankind for one may, fay a 
Erethey could make a.certajn cho 
ingabious points; and to addto his diſcomfort, thoſe Points 
which ofall.other, are of higheſt concern, as are the Tri- 
nity, Chriſt's Godhead, the'Real Preſence of Chriſt's 
Body in the Sacrament, the Eflicaey of God's Grace, and 
ſuch like, are the moſt dubious ; a3being moſt controverted 
by the Pretenders to the Scripture-Rule. I deny he can 
with any. Diſcretion, when he comes to receive fatisfaQi- 
_ on of the Abſohute Cergainty'of his Faith, ſuffer himſelf 
' to be fobb'd off with telling him there is 44/olute Cer- 
tainty of ſuch a Book which contaſngir ; whea common 
Senſe tells him he'is as far as ever from having ſach a 
Certainty of his Faith, unleſs he has the ſame Certainty 
he interprets that Book right; and does not err pernici- 
oufly by miſunderſtanding the ſenſe of it in thoſe impor- 
tant.Artieles : Eſpecially, ſince your ſelves, tho? it be a- 
gainſt your own Intereſt, are forc't toconfeſs other Great 
and Learned Bodies had moſt grievouſly miſunderitood 
its meaning, who had both the tame Letter, and the ſame 
"Meansto look into it that he has, &all-thar your Grounds 
afford him. 1 deny; he can with the leaſt Diſcretion judge 
it poſſible that all Chriſtian Fathers could forget to day 
what they held yeſterday ;- or that they thould, if they 
remember'd it, knowingly reſolve to damn themſelyes and 
Paſterity, by teaching them a wrong Faith ; or, that 
they tou/d conſpire to do ſd if they wox/d; and conle- 
quently, that he ought not, if he aQs diſcreetly, judge, 
that this Rule of Tradition is an abſolutely, or infalli- 
bly- Certain-Conveyer of Chriſt's Faith dowr? to Our 
Dayes. Whence, I ceny that he can with the teaſt grain 
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Rake; ; thatis, who confeſs the jiies: have to know 
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ment any Jooges, 
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which, yet, they dg. not at all 7 their Reaſon, 
but, follow and exerciſe it. © For, nothing is more Ratlo- 
nal than to ſubmit toan Authority which my.Reafon has 
told me is Abſolutely Certain, in things which the ſame 

- Reaſon aſſures me can #o other wayes be known certain- 
ly but by that Authority. 

49. Now, let us conſider the Tudgment of Diſcretion, 
as underftood' by you, of which your ſober Enquirer 
makes uſs to find out his Faith. 'Tis onely employ"da- 
bout ſearching out the ſenſe of Scripture” $ Letter by . 
Fallible means ; which he' can nevet hope will preſerve 
him Certainly from Prrour, ler him'do his. very beſt ; - 
ſince he is told, even by your ſelves, that Great Bodies 
of very Learned Men, and acute Scripturiſts do follow 
the Be Rule, _ yet oy in oy hi = Articles of 

r Belief; nay, he” ſees elf, by daily experience, 
how many Sets follow that for their Rule, yer vaſtly 
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cuſable : For, 
*tis an ©nalterable Alſenr, and, that it cawno? poſſibly be a 


ge they have of each particular Point of Faith, (that 
is of any Faith ) is Fallib/e; and, onely likely to be had 
and thoſe who own and raintain their Grounds cax- 
wot deceive them ; ſo that, ſuch a man, if he ever came to 
a due Reflexion upon what moſt concerns him, ſins a- 

inſt the Light of Reaſon, in many regards ; and, what 
you call. Judgment of Diſcretion 'is convinc't to be the 
moſt ©njudicious diſcretion imaginable : And, your 
ſober Exquirer, who builds all his hopes of ſalvation up- 
on fach a Judgment, proves himlſelt (the weight of the 
Concern duly conſider'd) to be the moit raſh and 
hair-brain'd Opiniaſtre, and the moſt credulouſly blind, 
that ever ſubmitred and proſtitured his Rational Faculty 
(with which God has endow'd him, and will require a 
ſtrict account ot him, how he has us'd it) ro a moſt 
. Groundleſs and Impro Conjecture, Dilregarding 
all Axthority out of his preſumption on lis owa Skill, 
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